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Performance Notes

The text of May Our Music Never Die celebrates the power and timelessness of music. This
setting is appropriate for any concert, especially those based on a musical theme. Due to its
accessibility, it may be used effectively as an opener or closer to any concert. Additionally,
it could be programmed as a combined number featuring several choirs of similar or varied
voices and/or ability levels. For example, feel free to feature choirs on the Part One or Part
Two soli lines.

As you rehearse this piece, pay special attention to the many diphthongs (syllables made up
of two vowel sounds). For example, on words like "sky" and "die", strive to sing a pure AH
vowel (the first vowel) as long as possible before following it with a very short EE vowel.
Along with a tall, mature choral tone, this kind of attention to vowel sounds will help your
choir achieve beautiful blend among all voices.

This song also provides many musical opportunities to achieve appropriate syllabic/word
stress. Even though the second, and unstressed, syllable of words such as "beauty" and
"timeless" are placed on higher notes, take extra care to sing the higher note softer so they
do not stick out of the choral texture.

Finally, strive to sing May Our Music Never Die with joy in your heart and to communicate

the meaning of the text to your audience through your joyful facial expressions!

Laura Farnell

BL730
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