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The Composer

Award-winning composer Mary Alice Rich began her musical training in 5t grade in

the Fairmont, Minnesota, public schools under the direction of Don Peterson and Linda

Thompson. She studied violin with Marilyn Bos through high school and attended the

University of Illinois, where she received her B.M. in Violin Performance under Paul Rolland.

She began her Master’s degree under Mr. Rolland and served as his teaching assistant until

his death in 1978. Under Sergiu Luca, Ms. Rich completed her M.M. in Violin Performance.

She then played in many professional orchestras, including the Tulsa Philharmonic, the Ft.

Worth Symphony, and the Dallas Opera Orchestra. In addition, she freclanced throughout

the Dallas area, taught at Texas A&M University at Commerce, and tained a private

teaching studio. Currently she serves on the faculty of the Dallas Symphony-sponsored “Yo trings Scholarship
Program” for African-American and Hispanic students.

In 1992, Ms. Rich was diagnosed with Focal Dystonia, a crippling condition in h
days as a performing violinist. It was at this time that she turned towards writing music.
Ted Hansen, Jack Waldenmaier, and Winston Stone. For Ms. Rich, music composition be
her teaching. Her music has been performed throughout the United States and has reached a

Ms. Rich is a back-to-back 1st place winner of the Texas Orchestra

In 2000, she won with her string orchestra piece, Prelude, and in 2001 mposition,
Overture, published by Neil A. Kjos Music Company. Ms. Rich has also b i allas Songwriters
Association and ASCAP for her superb compositions. She is a membe i tors Association,
Texas Orchestra Directors Association, ASTA with NSOA, wk 3 for Leadership and

Merit, and the Texas State Chapter of ASTA with NSOA, ¢ e String Solo Festival
Chair.

Ms. Rich currently resides in Texas with her husband
their daughter Melanie.

The Composition

One cool, overcast afternoon, 1 i ood, pondering the challenges of writing for young
string students. As you know, th

with her middle school ore
the Dru i reat succe

atyear, Dr. Black had performed the percussion part for my piece Call of
ouise wanted to follow up by featuring him on guitar, his primary instrument.

s piece will serve to draw in some of these students to play with the orchestra — and,
a principal who would love to brush up on guitar and perform with your students!
ort of my friend’s principal for her orchestra program has grown stronger than ever, and

for Thunder Dance.

Instrumentation List (Set C)

8 — 15t Violin 5 — String Bass

8 — 2nd Violin 5 — Guitar

5 — 314 Violin (Viola T.C.) 1 — Suspended Cymbal

5 — Viola 1 — Piano (optional)

5 — Cello 1 — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.

To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication, please visit www.kjos.com.
50307



Dedicated to Louise Rossi, Dr. Les Black, and
the Blalack Middle School Orchestra, Carrollton, TX.

Thunder ‘Dance

Jfor String Orchestra, Guitar, and Suspended Cymbal

Full Conductor Score

Approx. time — 3:00 Mary Alice Rich
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