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Program Notes

Converse Fantasy was commissioned by the Wingate University Wind Ensemble, Dr. Dawn Perry, conduc-
tor. The work was commissioned in honor of Dr. G. Byrns Coleman, Professor of Humanities and Religion on
the completion of fifty years of service to the university. The composition is based on one of Dr. Coleman’s
favorite hymn tunes, “Converse,” commonly known as “What a friend we have in Jesus.”

The composition opens with a fanfare composed of motives from the hymn tune. The motives revealed by
tfrumpet 1 (motive 1, m. 1), low brass and low reeds (motive 2, m. 2), and upper woodwinds (motive 3, m. 3)
are derived, respectively, froon mm. 1, 3 and 11-12 of the hymn. These motives serve as the principal mate-
rial for the composition.

The low brass and reeds take the melodic lead in the initial section (A) that follows the introduction (m. 21).
The melody is based on an augmentafion and extension of motive 2, and the woodwinds interject state-
ments of motive 1. The saxophones and horns take the lead at m. 39 (section B). The melody is based on
an augmentation of moftive 3. The percussion present a transition (m. 53) that leads to an abrupt pause. The
lyrical melody of the Adagio section (C) is based on an inversion of the hymn tune. A partial statement of
the hymn tune in its original form appears at m. 82. A developmental re-fransition (m. 96) leads to a varied
restatfement of section A (m. 110) with the woodwinds taking the lead instead of the low brass and low reeds.
A varied restatement section B follows (m. 126.) The percussion section ushers in a majestic fufti statement of
the hymn (m. 144). A coda derived from the infroduction material (m. 158) closes the composition.

About the Composer

Dr. William Harbinson is a Professor of Music Theory at Appalachian State University. He has received eight
Editor's Choice Awards (Pepper Music Catalog) that identify “the very best of the new music available.” His
works for band appear on the contest/festival literature lists of several states. His symphonic work, Kallalanta,
won the Merle J. Isaac Senior Composition Competition in 2007. His concert band work, All The Starry Band
was awarded the 2006 Hinda Honigman Cup from the North Carolina Federation of Music Clubs, and
his composition for brass and percussion, The Maestro’s Flourish won the Dallas Wind Symphony Fanfare
Competition in 2005. He received the 100 Scholars Award from Appalachian State University (2008) signify-
ing his sustained record of creative activity.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels
to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level
has been carefully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so
that each piece in a level will work with your band when it achieves that
level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will
be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and
genres designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs.
The Carl Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respect-
ed writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently
worthy of your attention.

Concert Performance Series

¢ Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and

2 Trombone parts
* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still

carefully considered
* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
 Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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