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Program Notes

Yule or Yuletide is an ancient midwinter festival in areas of Northern Europe. Today, yuletide is often used in 
reference to the Christmas and New Year’s season.

Welcome Yule is a festive opening or closing to a winter or holiday concert, reflecting the great English folk/
Carol tradition. After the brief fanfare two settings of the Wassail Song (“Here We Come a-Wassailing”) are 
presented. A transition leads to Sussex Carol (“On Christmas Night”), which was collected in 1904 by Ralph 
Vaughn Williams. A final joyful presentation of the Wassail Song brings the work to a dramatic conclusion.

About the Arranger

Gene Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The University of Akron; he 
has also served on the faculty of Kent State University and Hiram College. He holds degrees from Kent State 
University including a Masters of Arts in Music History and a PhD in Music Education.

An instrumental music educator with thirty years of experience, his ensembles consistently received superior 
ratings at adjudicated events and performed at state and national professional conferences. Dr. Milford has 
served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator and presented clinic sessions at regional and nation-
al conferences. His articles on music education have appeared in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in 
Instrumental Music Education and Contributions to Music Education.

As a composer and arranger Dr. Milford has received numerous commissions, grants and awards and has 
works for band, orchestra, choir and ensembles in the catalogues of eight publishers. His professional affili-
ations include the Ohio Music Education Association, where he has served as a district president and on 
numerous committees at both the district and state level; ASBDA, having served as state chair, NBA, Phi Beta 
Mu, Phi Kappa Lambda, and ASCAP. He was the 2006 inductee to the Ohio Band Directors HOF.
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