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Program Notes

Commemoration is a wind-band adaptation of a work commissioned by The North Shore Symphony 
Orchestra (or NSSO). The NSSO, founded in 1961, is the longest running community orchestra on Long Island, 
New York. Directed by Susan Deaver, the NSSO is in residence at Plainview Old Bethpage JFK High School.

The NSSO performs standard orchestral repertoire as well as newly commissioned contemporary pieces and 
has featured many outstanding soloists including promising young Long Island musicians and members of 
the New York Philharmonic. During Dr. Deaver’s tenure, NSSO has expanded its concert season, established 
a Young Artist Award competition and musical outreach programs for students in Long Island high schools, 
and seen the formation of a non-profit “Friends of the NSSO” to support orchestra operations. In the fall of 
2008, an Artist-in-Residence program was begun by Maestra Deaver to bring top caliber professional musi-
cians to serve as concertmaster and to mentor the orchestra in both rehearsals and concerts.

About the Composer

As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recognized as one of the most 
often-performed composers of educational music in the United States.

A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. Strommen was the Director of Bands at the Mamaroneck 
Public Schools, Mamaroneck, New York for many years. He is a member of the faculty at the CW Post cam-
pus of Long Island University, where he teaches orchestration and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a 
consistent writer in the Standard Awards category, Mr. Strommen is also active as a clinician, lecturer and 
guest conductor.
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