Dedicated to John Kovalchik in his final year of teaching at Mt. Nittany Middle School

777&/7%6 for the wuse of ZA /.

by RICK HIRSCH

FOR LARGE JAZZ EN
5 Saxes

ore: Flute, Vibraphone, Baritone T.C.

OLOS: Open to all interested soloists
DURATION: 3:15+ minutes

LEVEL: MEDIUM-EASY

HIRSCHIVIUSIC.com

Good, jazzy music from Pennsylvania



PROGRAM NOTES REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE NOTES

A Middle School band (and jazz band) director was This is a somewhat programmatic wogwith certain
preparing to retire after 40 years in the teaching trenches melodies representing certain people.\Specifically, the
in the strong State College (PA) Area School District. bass line that enters in m.2

John Kovalchik (Mr. K, to his students) was much-loved—
and occasionally feared—by generations of students. He
expected the highest standards in matters of music and
personal character. While not the only reason, he was
certainly a big reason for the many successes of the State
High bands over the years.

Several months before he retired, John dropped by my se brushes (as marked) at
house unannounced. He handed me a scrap of paper with inni the piece. The brushes are used
“Thanks for the use of the hall” scrawled on it. When | i i g them to keep time on the snare
asked him what that was, he told me it was the title of the
song he wanted me to write for the final season of hi

Nittany Middle School Jazz Band.
The half note lines in the trombones and lower saxes are

He wouldn’t tell me how it went (I asked), but to from the chromatic scale. (Teachable moment!)

always likes something swinging.
I’d encourage you to find a recording of George Russell’s
All About Rosie. Although Rosie is much faster than

This is a different-sounding p
i Thanks, the bluesy melodies and chromatic counterlines

lengths and chromati
swinging blue i are similar. (Again, you’ll find these on YouTube.)

Optional Parts
I hope you enjoy 4 1. Flute/Vibraphone is Alto Sax 1, 8va
2. Baritone TCis Trombone 3

~ Kick Hirsch
Rick Hirsch is an award-
winning composer who
apprenticed with Bob
Mintzer and Toshiko
Akiyoshi.

CONTACT ME
Rick@HirschMusic.com

(814) 867-9935
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