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Program Notes

This piece was written 1o evoke as much suspense, mystery, and bravura as possible. The non-tradi-
tional playing technigues will be new for most young players, but well within their technical abilities.
In addition tfo the techniques in the score, feel free to experiment with other sounds during the aleo-
foric middle section that might confribute to the dark ambience of the music.

Be sure to observe accents to help realize the percussive nature of the recurring rhythm in the bass
line. Similarly, the gradual increase in dynamics af the beginning and end of the piece will add sus-
pense. Most of all, have fun with the “dark visions” you create at your performance!

About the Composer

Kevin Mixon was an instrumental music teacher for several years and is currently the Director of Fine
Arts for the Syracuse City School District, New York. He is in frequent demand as a conductor and clini-
cian for festivals and conferences such as the International Society for Music Education Convention,
The Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic, Music Educators National Conference events,
and state and regional music conferences.

He holds degrees, summa cum laude, from Onondaga Community College, State University of New
York at Oswego, Syracuse University, and University of lllinois (Urbana-Champaign). Several of his
articles have appeared in Music Educators Journal, Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, and The
National Band Association Journal. He is author of Reaching and Teaching All Instrumental Music
Students and co-author of Teaching Music in the Urban Classroom (both MENC/Rowman & Littlefield
Publications). Mr. Mixon is also an accomplished composer and arranger with several published
works for band and orchestra.
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In tempo
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Orchestra and String Orchestra has four
different performance levels to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for
your orchestra and string orchestra. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work for your
ensemble when it achieves that level. Each level is also color-coded for ease in
finding the series that will be appropriate for your orchestra, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

First Plus String Orchestra Series

¢ Playable at the end of most 1st year method books
* For developing ensembles

* Same instrumentation as beginning level

* More eighth-notes

¢ Simple syncopated rhythms

ISBN 0-8258-8393-4
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