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Thulalila Lele
Traditional African Song

Arranged by 
J O h n  E n g L E r T

TBB Voices a cappella with Optional Keyboard and Djembe
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Program notes
Thulalila Lele is a traditional South African song and is commonly translated as “The 
Lord Is Coming.” It is a spiritual cry to God and asks the question “when Christ comes, 
what will we tell Him about our life.”

Pronunciation Guide
Thu-la… Thu- la- li- la le- le; Thu- la- li- la le- le.
Too-law… Too- law- lee- law leh- leh; Too- law- lee- law leh- leh.

If we… Pa- kwi- sa ba Ye- su; Tu- ka- ci- ta- sha- ni.
If weh… Paw- key- saw baw Yeh- soo; Too- kaw- see- taw- shaw- nee.

A- za… A- za- bwe- ra Ye - su. A- za- bwe- ra Ye- su.
Aw- zaw… Aw- zaw- bueh- raw Yeh- soo. Aw- zaw- bwe- raw Yeh- soo.Illegal to print or copy 

for onscreen use only
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Traditional African Song
Arranged by John Englert

Thulalila Lele
for TBB Voices a cappella with Optional Keyboard and Djembe

Tenor

Bass 1

Bass 2

Djembe

Keyboard
(Optional)
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*The part for optional djembe may be found on p. 11.
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Thu la- li- la- le le- Thu la- Thu la- li- la- le le- Thu la- li- la- le -
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C‹7 B¨/F F B¨ B¨ C‹7 B¨/F F

le Thu la- le- - Thu la- le- - Thu la- li- -

le li la- le le- li la- le le- Thu la- li- -
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p
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la le le

mf

- Thu la- li- la- le le- Thu la- le- Thu la- -

la le le
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- Thu la- li- la- le le- li
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la- le le- li
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la- le-

la le le- Thu

mf

la- li- la- le le- li

p

la- le le- li

p

la- le-

B¨/F F B¨ B¨9/D E¨ B¨/F F B¨ F B¨ F

le

f

- Thu la- li- la- le le

p sub.

- Thu la- li- la- le le-

le

f

Thu la- li- la- le le

p sub.

- Thu la- li- la- le le-

le

f

Thu la- li- la- le le

p sub.

- Thu la- li- la- le le-

f p sub.

f

B¨ B¨9/DE¨ B¨/F F

p sub.

B¨ B¨9/D E¨ B¨/F F
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Traditional African Song
Arranged by John Englert

Thulalila Lele
for TBB Voices a cappella with Optional Keyboard and Djembe
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.
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