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Program Notes

| really had a good time writing this piece for E. L. Brown, the middle school where | taught for 28 years. The directors
there are good friends and willing to try anything! And this march is different. It is more of a festival composition and
develops from three separate ideas that are repeatedly exchanged back and forth, unlike a march that develops
with strains, trio, etc. Beginning very quietly and in a minor key, it reminded me of something lurking in the shadows;
hence the title.

The students will learn this piece much quicker if they have mastered a Db scale, but even if they have nof, it is not
hard to show them a couple of notes that may be new to them at this grade level. The low brass melody sounds
much harder than it is and adds a dark, almost Russian quality to the piece. | tried to feature every section at some
point, which should make it fun for the performers. Most of the features are cross-cued so that the composition may
be performed even if there are some weak sections in the band. The use of the marching machine is optional, but
interesting, especially if you feature the student where the audience can see them.

Be sure to play with a detached march style and pay special attention to the dynamics, which help the piece devel-
op. Keep the motfif at m. 42 (and each fime it returns) very light. The low brass melody at m. 60 should be played
very strongly and the background rhythm very short. Make sure the melody is not covered by the background af m.
60 and again at m. 77. Let the percussion play strongly at the transitions and at the end, especially the timpani.

This piece will fake some work, but | think it is worth it. | hope you and your audiences enjoy March In the Shadows!

About the Composer

Ed Kiefer graduated from Wake Forest University with honors in 1976. He received his Masters in Music Education in
1990 from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 1990. He served as the Director of Bands at East Davidson
High School and Brown Middle School in Thomasville, NC for 28 years and served 6 years as Director of Instrumental
Music at Pfeiffer University.

Kiefer was awarded the Jaycees Young Educator of the Year Award in 1994, was recognized by his fellow band
directors with the Award of Excellence in 1993, and has served as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor for state

and regional concert, marching and jazz events all across the country..

Kiefer has written several commissioned and published pieces for concert band and percussion ensembles, some
of which are on state music festival lists. He may be contacted at kiefered@gmail.com
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to
provide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has
been carefully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each
piece in a level will work with your band when it achieves that level. Each
level is also color coded for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate
for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and
genres designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The
Carl Fischer composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writ-
ers in the business. Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your
attention.

Young Performance Series

e Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part

e Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms

* Clarinet 2 sfill below break

* Low brass writing carefully considered

* Keys carefully considered

* Logical voice leading

* Still limited independence of parts

e Active percussion writing with more instrument options
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