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Almost Home is a piece for concert band and electric guitar. The guitar is an
important part of the work but this is not a real concerto. The work is based on
two themes from Aaron Copland's "Our Town" and an original theme. Another
source of inspiration is the music of guitarist Pat Metheny - another of my
musical heroes. This is not a "jazz" or "third stream" composition although
different types of improvisation are required of both the soloist and the band. In
other words, this piece is hard to describe.

Careful attention to balance, style, and tempi are abolutely -necessary. The
guitar sound should be a dark jazz sound. No "twang" or distorgion, but a little
reverb and delay would be nice. The guitarist should model the sound of Pat
Metheny for best results in this composition. A long "echo” or delay would be
very effective at measure 79. When the guitar is doubling other parts it should
blend with the other sounds and not stand out (ex - m17). The muted trumpet,
woodwind, vibraphone (no motor), and guitar texture should be in the
background and never louder than the low brass chorale. At 79 flutes, clarinets,
trumpets, and guitar should improvise on the theme provided. These players
should repeat the theme as written at different tempi for the desired effect.
Again this should be a background to the horn and low brass.

This piece was written for and dedicated to my dear friend and musical "soul
brother" Lester Pack and was premiered at the ASBOA All State Convention in
Pine Bluff, Arkansas by Mr. Pack and the Southern Arkansas University Wind
Ensemble under the direction of Mr. Greg Lisemby.

- Don Colquitt




Score Almost Home

For Guitar And Wind Ensemble
Largo; sempre molto legato

Don Colquitt
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90 improvise on the given pitches in the correct order; rhythms are relative
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