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HOW CAN I KEEP
FROM SINGING?

Unison, optional Two-Part, accompanied

Music by
LAURA FARNELL

Time: Approx. 2:50
*Difficulty: Moderate




Performance Notes

“How Can I Keep From Singing” was originally published in an 1869 hymnal. The music
to this traditional hymn was written by an American Baptist minister, Robert Lowry. While
it is unclear who wrote the lyrics, many credit Anne Warner as the poet. In 1957 during the
Cold War hearings, Doris Plenn added another verse to the poem and brought new life to
this American hymn.

Despite slight variations between the different versions of this text, the message of
optimism in the midst of despair pervades these timeless lyrics. Because there is hope in
love and comfort in singing, the song must continue even in the dark and difficult times of
life. This setting uses part of Warner's text, as well as other words, which are set to new
music that is different from Lowry's hymn tune.

Keep the 6/8 accompaniment very legato and use the pedal generously not only to
communicate the “echoes” described in the poetry, but also to convey the text’s optimism
without seeming trite. The singers should strive to crescendo/decrescendo each phrase and
perform the notated dynamic contrasts in order to to bring life and meaning to the words.
This piece also contains many opportunities to perform syllabic stress. Singing final
syllables very softly on words such as “lamentation,” “ringing,” etc., will add musicality to
the performance.

Laura
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HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?

Unison, optional Two-Part, accompanied

Words by ROBERT LOWRY, Music by LAURA FARNELL
MALTBIE BABCOCK, LAURA FARNELL

Legato (-. = 66)

Qﬁe o B — S — ‘E"—Q ~ Q,J
Ao @1 —® o ! . <
GE——r g e o
o Y | f — L 7 %
P jl )
o o
= = ¥ X =
Or- ) v v D13 R 4 )
)50« r D L a—_— I r—iJ =10
77 P 7—7 Q Q]
S € (o) 81

Part 1 only (or unis.) mp

] ! K
I @—H‘—’—’—H—H—d—O—’H_—Hp‘_J_‘}_J—E
(opt)| ® [ ‘ [ ‘ — & _
My life flowson in end - less song,
Hos | — 1 \
e e e N—— N
S, . = o o (1* & g e
¥ . B ~X) ® @ r
Ml X -2 | [ Py
— 1 > ‘ L 1 5
- E [ g 4
? Au Part 2 only (or unis.) mp
s mia— [ a— —— K \ ! —— } -y C— |
[ fan } VA VA \\, | | ] | 0 | I & VA VA N
;j - N
. a - bove earth’s lam - en - ta - tion. I
[
IIL i I A } | | | | |
[ Fan) I I I \, I I A

:
]
j

e o gjﬂ_.u F -
= | | ——

© 2010 BriLee Music Publishing Co.
BL650 All Rights Reserved  Printed in U.S.A.



néw_ cCre-

a

7o

that hails

A\

(Part IT opt. throughout) mf*

the real, though far__ off hymn__

hear

13
0
17

VAl
L0 ]

-

[ 4
Through

y X
P

A0

in__ my

)

strife,

g

an ech - o

2

[

ing?

sounds

NTO

-

1”4
7

P

It

the t - mult and_ the

-

all

¥
Et
 ——

bell-like

keep_ from sing

ring - ing;

ring - ing;

Oh, how can I

)

ic

.

tion.

hear the mu -

ERE

A "2 0

BL650

21
25




29
[« | \ ‘ ‘ —r | N
o - I | \\, I | | I
@ i P [/ \' \. |
) - © °® \ \ -
N ~—
How can I keep_ from sing -  ing? How can I stop_ my
04 o o 3 | 4 . D
HU = i ; E E E > : Eg
Py __
> -y } ° ! ° ]
.4 = = | Py | = |
I \Y} P I = [ \Y) - !
33
Ha | N '\ ‘ N N
o & | I | ] N T | N I N I N
és i ’ ’ P | | ] - | | N | D
Y) @ ‘ V @
song? Though the wrong seems oft SO strong and  the night so
g4 i i J | N | —5
D . P [
i L o _’_; #
. £ e = ~ - . -
i, | — - |
— — = e I ™
— vy — [ [—— [
37
Ha | '\ ‘ ‘ \ N
A T | = = | | ‘ i=
o—2: ¢ = . - -
— . . R
long, How can I keep_ from sing -  ing? How can I stop_ my
VEE 1 l l N l l N
g i N . l:.. E IR - r J o
-
N T 7.' e - .
S O } ° i ° ]
—1 5 ——— i o i 5 —— :
4 L 4
I A
HDu N N \
o I 1] H T I \\, H - H
ﬁﬁ’ ! . == ! |
song? Since Love is lord o’erheav’n and earth,
D4 . S N—
: > P a—r T
,' F: > f: %SW
f —
P —— o o P
4. ! ! T — W, S — T —
)E e 1 ‘ e |
_‘_-

BL650

‘AI

‘4“




450 . mf

sing-ing my song?

stop

How can 1

3

1=

I/

o

17

I/

o

(1

() #

[ fan)

49

)

() 4
)’ 4

I J
Ly
I/

ral

b

#
bl 20 )

~
= g n{
u [z}
: E (1
N
= 3
Sty = Y
o Wx I ~ N W
ﬂu L] | lw +
5] BN
=" o
o~ M\\
N
e lﬂﬂ A’._V\\
.
1 N
o~
= e
) A
Qs [ 2
P an = kHWF
<
[z}
= L .
N 5 i (YRIA
Pimi - Vi
ST = il Y
—~ _a
4
5 N -
- 1
& |1 S
>
=
S) [ InNg
— Fiviyg
m . .
Al [ 1H L [ 108
XX _
] [|eL
= va i XN s va ol
a a o[
o N g N
N — —————

N S n <
w2
. < .
sl el el
: A
= N ¢
VW W Y
o A~
= i
m ] o~ W > I”\\
P anll > Hﬂt
g
T R mﬂ Aff}
™ © ] ¢
N
A~
= [
it ssulE R o A
<
72}
gl g .
5 |IM A#
v
& ) = [y
£ b
@ A
m _a
Mm\ EN m; 1n\\
P
5 wl
(| L -
&~ S o#\\ Aff}
i ¢
1 N
A~
<=
1 Q9 [ 1]
| o
= va v
= NG &
w
~— ———

BL650



mp

61

song?

sing-ing my

stop

CYanl

it

[ ] =)
8
g T o
<
pYi = Vimi
o he'd m‘A
o~ ) IM\\\
N E L] N
13 % > By
= wil |
£ e
' ° N A'_
N
N
<=
| ot n H
E S
D g
| S —

W 7 [22)
Pan an pan L\Hﬁ”ﬁ m kHKE ‘.
& a
,
5 o0
(]
- ) S A i Ho m L o |
m [ ) — w; P um KH’ '_
g = s
2 S D =
a 2 N — w2 1w 9
N Ho ~ « 1 M S -
T s
| 10N
— ek \\LI |
1 LT (1]
= = [ AF}
) of |ofele Q l
S S '
R, e L 1
- (o]
oo )
% TN S ( 1N
L 1]
L Pa >
g
e || WLl ,
_ A W bhE .
L. 172 [ ] [ 108
- \
TN [ 1N 1)
l \
o N 0
[ 18 ] # an)
lﬂ\ | 1nNQ
2 v P ﬁ
. . |1 en
EEE v 7 T ALv\ | m .P\’
£ £ 3 £ £ T
N NEe AN NG NE M
o o
N — S

73

—

keep_ from

How can 1

long,

and the night so

so strong

oft

L) nl
\\dﬂi I
—TomN ﬂ“.
..im\ 0
i / il
| i
ﬂ.,. . il
[}
1/
NE b,

BL650



7 VA
,J\IA 4 ! ! l \A) 1 \A) I D -‘N:'
§o ’ ==
N ! !
. . \-/ . .
sing - ing? How can I stop- my song? Since Love is lord o’er
9 g o \ | h i D | D | N
y AN r ] . . .
[ fan) . D . 0
: :: . ﬁg—ﬁ. : {:%—_'i
b/
] I \ [ —
)z = } R — \ — -
A @ I @ @ @ | I
o ‘ - o o ® \ D -
- [— - = r
81 :
Ny | \ Part 1 only (or unis.) P | |
i B I - I ——— — ? I
(G — ; ! P —r = ¢ !
) [ 4
heav’n  and earth, How can 1 stop?
yER N— —— 5
%. * o o SsS ==
: : qem—r.—
g' T~
o)z \; h d e : — -h g
—e 1 i j
[
Part 2 only (or unis. _
85/) mp y( ) | unis. mf | | —
Ae=em—— = ===—-— ==
e o o o ¢ , e o o = o
How can I stop? How can 1 stop sing-ing my
0 & ‘ ‘ ‘
A ] ] } o i i ] ] } } ]
G P —r 1 - — P —— - o
mp m; ———
g. ‘J_- ,J_ f/x
S yl, . EEPS s s
O B - : :
A = o T - .
4
890 -H-> rit. al fine p ~
6o | = 3 ovoN| = |
}Jy = | = .\’I | | |
song, M song?
g y g A
pg—F—P—\ - — J&P—o_-_'; ‘ ‘ ‘ ,J
Gy‘v } r }P D L | — } E———| ! o e e i \’5
¢ A B —_— = [
mp decresc.  rit. al fine| J m )
» - - - re - -
EE PSP PRI APl 3 P
O 17 7 I 17 I -» - X - [#X
','-Jﬂ‘ 14 [ Y | } /} } /}
[ [ [ \\-1

Bril.ee Music
BL650 — $1.65 USA

O

uUpP

|72

6

Exclusively Distributed by

CARL FISCHERG.

65 Bleecker Street, New York, NY 10012
www.carlfischer.com




