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The Composer
Award-winning composer William Hofeldt was born and raised in Chicago. He 

received his B.M. in Music Education from the University of Illinois and his M.M. in 
Music Composition from the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. Mr. Hofeldt taught 
elementary and middle school orchestra for 15 years in the Middleton, WI public schools. 
In addition, he holds a degree in accounting and currently works as a CPA. For nearly 30 
years Mr. Hofeldt resided in Waunakee, WI; he now lives in Sun Prairie, a community 
located close to Madison. His works appear on many state festival and contest lists, and 
as a composer he receives commissions to write for school, youth, and honor orchestras 
around the United States.

The Composition
Palmetto Suite was written for the South Carolina Junior All-State Orchestra and was performed in 2008 at 

Clemson University. This outstanding ensemble of young musicians was a reflection of the talented and dedicated 
music educators in the state, as well as the high priority of the arts in South Carolina. The title was chosen to honor 
South Carolina’s designation as the “Palmetto State,” named for the numerous types of small, subtropical palm trees 
that grow throughout the southeastern United States. This beautiful palm is featured on the South Carolina license 
plate as well as on the state’s commemorative coin (quarter). 

The three movements that comprise the suite represent distinct impressions of South Carolina. The first movement, 
The People, affirms the friendliness and graciousness of its citizens; the second movement, The Land, describes the 
peaceful and serene quality of its beautiful terrain; the third movement, The Sea, portrays the majesty and drama of 
the ocean and the adjoining coastline.

Palmetto Suite is a collection of three movements that are quite varied in style yet form a cohesive whole that 
expresses the essence of South Carolina. I hope you enjoy the piece!

Instrumentation List (Set C)		
8 – 1st Violin
8 – 2nd Violin
5 – 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)		
5 – Viola
5 – Cello
5 – String Bass 
1 – Full Conductor Score
												          
Additional scores and parts are available. 
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Commissioned for the South Carolina Junior All-State Orchestra, 2008

Palmetto Suite
for String Orchestra

Full Conductor Score
Approx. time – 8:30	 William Hofeldt

I. The People
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WARNING! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is  
an infringement of the copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to  
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II. The Land
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III. The Sea
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