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To The Director

There are many different steps in the manufacturing process. Machines, dedicated to
performing a single function on a item for use in a particular product, have mechanisms
which create repetitive rhythms while performing their task. The item then moves along
the automated assembly line to where it encounters more machines waiting to perform
their tasks.

“Mechanisms” is suggestive of the repetitive patterns produced by machines on a manu-
facturing assembly line. Inspired in part by the television program “How It's Made”
(DiscoVery Channel), students are encouraged to use their imaginations to picture the
machines at work.

For performance, quarter note = 132 should be the goal - we can’t have sluggish
machines! Don't let the tempo drag - keep the impression that the music is always
thrusting forward. Strive for accurate vertical alignment of the various rhythm patterns
(measure 25-33 where the upper and lower strings “do their own thing”). This is a fun
piece that your students will enjoy preparing for performance.

JOHN CAPONEGRO

With undergraduate and graduate degrees from the Manhattan (NY) School of Music, he has done extensive
postgraduate work at Columbia Teachers College, New York University and Long Island University. John's 40
years of teaching experience at all levels from elementary through high school have made him keenly aware of
the musical needs of students and teachers. Geared primarily for the elementary level, his compositions and
arrangements are widely performed throughout the world.
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