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Performance Notes

Graceful woodwind runs, a flowing low brass and woodwind melody, all over a pedal point, set an elegant tone 
in the introduction for The Cliffs of Mendocino. This leads into a triumphant, staccato trumpet and saxophone 
theme at m. 9. Emphasize precise articulation and note the accents in mm. 4 and 7 of the A-melody (mm. 12 
and 15; mm. 28 and 31). The phrase of running eighth notes with the accent on beat 1 and the “&” of beat 2 
recurs throughout and should be addressed in rehearsal. Woodwinds offer a change and take over with the 
legato B-melody at m. 17. The punctuated A-melody returns in m. 25 and leads into a legato, low-brass feature 
in the C-melody at m. 35.

Modulating up a step to the key of F, the energy is heightened and lifts the piece in the return of the heroic A-
melody. Repeating the phrases with the accented beat 1 and the “&” of beat 2 with different harmonies, the 
intensity builds with ensemble phrases and finishes with a punctuated final note.

About the Composer

Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature films Cinderella 3 
and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and Soul Collector. He scored the independent 
films Animated American, Full Moon Fables and Eli’s Coming and has written songs, arrangements, and back-
ground music for theme parks all over the world, including Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios Japan, and Sea 
World’s Aquatica. 

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines, Disney Latin America, 
Sesame Street, Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS.  His catalogue for Concert 
Band and String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his contemporary jazz piece The Flight was a favor-
ite on San Francisco radio stations. 
 

—Alan Lee Silva
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