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Program Notes

Evening Song was composed for the University of Minnesota Women’s Chorus
and premiered in 2007 with myself conducting. When I discovered the poetry
of Sidney Lanier (1842-1881), I was immediately inspired by its passionate and
vivid visual imagery. Lanier was not only a teacher, lawyer, and writer who later
taught at Johns Hopkins University, but he was also an accomplished flutist, and
played the organ, violin, and guitar as well. His inspiration for Evening Song arose
from his experience as a Civil-War prisoner stationed at an isolated prison camp
near Chesapeake Bay, where his evening flute improvisations lifted the morale of
his fellow prisoners.

—Dawn Sonntag

About the Composer

Composer, conductor, singer and pianist Dawn Lenore Sonntag (b. 1962) has
composed chamber music, songs, choral works, and orchestral music. Sonntag’s
composition teachers have included Alex Lubet, Claude Baker, Igor Karaca, and
Burkhard Kinzler. Her choral works have been performed by college, community,
and church choirs in Germany, France, Norway, and across the United States.
In addition to her compositional activities, Sonntag has performed nationally
and internationally as a soprano soloist and collaborative pianist specializing in
German and Norwegian art-song repertoire. A self-taught pianist until the age
of 18, Sonntag began formal studies in trumpet and piano performance at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, where she also studied voice and choral
conducting, completing undergraduate music studies at the University of Texas
at El Paso. Sonntag holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University
of Minnesota, a Master of Music degree in choral conducting from Ohio State
University, a Master of Arts degree in vocal performance from Antioch University,
Tibingen, Germany, and a graduate-level artist’s diploma in piano performance
from the Hochschule fiir Kirchenmusik, Heidelberg, Germany, where she was win-
ner of the Inge Pitler Lied competition in both piano and voice. Sonntag has held
teaching appointments in music theory at the University of Minnesota and the
College of Saint Catherine. Currently, she is Assistant Professor of Music at Hiram
College, where she heads the theory and composition department.

CM9107



Evening Song
for SSA Voices with Keyboard and Optional Flute*

Words by DAWN LENORE SONNTAG
Sidney Lanier
(1842-1881)
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*The optional flute part can be found on page 12.

WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

Copyright © 2009 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.
All rights reserved including performing rights.

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted

CM9107

matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
Printed in the U.S.A.



I/
J/

P

—

+°

&
[a)

CM9107

e agak e ol Py e
EEEE T EEEE TTT1 1 o
LE:
L ) o
L] el Ll o] il o TN < 7™ <
B, M= N 5 b5 T
2} LY
Ve | (! NEO[ME || E
s L) < < .f =
=y
™ W LTS T ~d
_ / \-.
. — S5
TR TR TS ‘Wil e N L
,
11 = I R - =]
i i L ﬁ i L= A= NE!
Lt o puRn NN Aupy
8-S N e - e
[ YHAR S i L o
5 “ § ﬁ BS
e % 1/, - 111 1111 11 S
TN 8 N e/ & B ] [ | IS %S .S
=== a
==
o 2 e £ m...--d © TTe NG TS s
e G
: 3 . LI i A
|| L] LU = = =i Ml Al
] m ‘ 1 1 1
5 = Iy = = =
= - 17
I) 2 ! Ay Al
(&}
© T
Ia/
~¢ ~¢
win
o
M e N
N 0 o0 DN 4N
N—_




s | & F
Y 2 £ R
o))
o on = o BN
\ s = N £
2 | 2 | 2
o o o
T2 BN 2R 2
o g e o
2 v ke
N g nw
o~
IJH

0 EF’

R/‘}'.

O

IR

&
the lands,

| |

in sight of

all

lands, _

the

all

of

sight

in

&
the

=z
all

&
of

o
sight

[
kiss

A

/4
Hm ©
o1t

L 1IN
\ AFI
Ol
L JHEL B
(Y
™ ﬂd N
LA v
3— N
T
E=S
1 I YU
q
Xt
Hulil th
A,
~e
\| (\E
(\]
(11
(Y
VA ) N
m L)
Q| \
0 MX@ a.,‘.

CM9107



17

er

long

lands,

A

J/
=

()

SEL N RER

L AJ
CYGN Ap Al
ol
N 1 qQy
q
ﬁmy "
[s ]
ﬂld—
o
J L
RE T
NP 6N

Suny 5 SuRy
M| 3 I ) e
==
_ T l" 1 llll'
I on
4l 5 _
o0
g ¢ < ¢
apat; aral ana;
| g
R
on
JHARES _
on
A~ TN m m
PP AP NP
J"\

pp

=T

I A

Now

WweE.

4 #
=T 7

pp

[ P=Y

we.

ANIVALS - A=d

N =T

rp

D)

J/
L= 3

htl

I wg/ 11
" Rl

Now

uft
| I -Vl A

A

Suny Suny
v v LV v
HWﬂﬂ uﬂ—wﬂ_ﬂ
= v LY
L)
o
S %
™
iy
1] _u o
\\ i ..W..
2; ||7
i T
il T
(| e
| _| Dm
\ Ny
I (
| T
L v
[ 18
\ Rk
LT EL | R
e, el
NOP
[ YHA P8
'y
==
M Y _
Wl y -H?J
| | 1 PS8
(Y C YRIREY
SoSn SSn
Ng° &N

CM9107



A > I Y ]
AT~ ) ™= | -/ 1
SV ) @ @ |
r
the sun, As
t K 1
- 1 1) 1
= - = 1
) - - 1
|4
the sun, As
K " n 1
IR 1 | N 1
-/ 1 1) 1
e o1
the sun, As
o7
nut te & fe oo PP P o
37 A IVt - E A | T T 1 T T
loes—1"%  —
ANV L2 3 |
D)
n 4 # Il Il Il Il Il I I I
kil
N 3
3
n e | =y Pes e o 22 o o D\
o) ot e —
7 - I
bl X
E/ o
simile
| | I I ]
1 1 1 1
 —n o |
wine, and
I I I |
1 1 1 1
=== o i
wine, and
| | ]
1 I I 1
. | :
qO' [ J
wine, and
4r /_r\
o :
Y .8 H o | |
S hal |
SV |
D)
N4t — [— , ﬂ
g wTTe 1 1 1 1 1 - -
P - L Il ‘ Hlv
[ an) hal |n]
ANIV4 y 1 ]
D)
—_—_—
o o
n = - — - hl = &
o o 11 | 1 - = | 1 - = = - 1
o w T H=I | e 1 h=l | e 1 1 - =I
7 H o HI Il Il l'! I Il [ ]

CM9107




love,

done;

Tis

all.

Cle-o- pat-ra night drinks

Isfe]
il

I()

love,

done;

Tis

all.

drinks

i)

=

love,

done;

Tis

all.

drinks

night

ar
p=4

o?f?.
i

D7 A IVl
b
bl

7 g & T

@

o
el

-

==

[(® ]

1/

in mine.

hand

mine.

in

hand

thine hand in mine.

lay

mf espressivo

pe_~

~—1

:

CM9107



m’ 73
8 3
@ HW.Il 4
g g
= M3
w2 175]
i = Y| =
S i3
[} Q
SN E SN E
o o
m O m O
A
|
mi.N
~9 N
™ JH

com - fort

and

com - fort

and

1514

v/

3

v/

o
Il
|
round

=
I
-
waves,

o
I
-
mer,

t
I
o
hea - ven’s heart;

D)

f>

o)

round

waves,

ye

mer

Glim

hea - ven’s heart;

(X

1)
>
Glim

round

waves,

ye

mer

CM9107



10

[,

o
Do

o)
Il
|
[
night!
vz
!
night!
f
Il
be
night!
T
7 3
r.y
IV IoD

S
£
0

Vil
=
o

24
5

|
g
apart

o

CM9107

R |
™~ I~ A N \| o ) i M.
! 1 NS
‘—.HY < lhul.. < ‘ _
QL
n\u’ . . l
\|
2 W || qu
< x|
@ e
: >
oLl el Wz Rl 2 2|z X
‘ 7] 7] ho} e Av
o I < k
L L EN q hy
B LY Y, -
, [ YO q = - -
._ E s = 9 = NE g.
-
mo W o)
= - 1 - 1 -
m .-.II‘ / [ 10N w w Iuw w
| 108 [ YHE
W I r... N m \
{ | e 11 —
i 3 v 2 " |
/ 5 } e
2 \ M 5 ST 5
2 &Ml 5 5 2 B
Rz 5 3 5
) _ : _
ir.N A e
o e S N DG o o S
S
N —N T — ———




11

lips

our

(@)

DO

lips

our

b
©

]
NG
2%
£ sf e 9|4
[ 1IN L

g (Y |

8 Al %--

> N

(1 i
_len J
_ N (Y |u.-
U
'y 'Y
&

2 Wl @iglaw
& 'l
\..L Bl

) ‘el QL

S Al ML Q |

> N

1 ll_lll N
ot p.mJ i

z |l % |8

_len mi.N NN
NP N &)

PP

.”

(@)

(@ X0

o I()
|

I A

hands.

our

_——————pp

unis.

div.

(o)

O

"l @ X

|
=Y
D=

hands.

our

PP

(o)

O

(@ X3

I A

hands.

our

e A

g

mp

CYi-&
B 116
Sun: // SuRy
.M/p muv
:mok ofe)
o v
%) |
= L)
™~ A 'v
e Al
o]ee oliNe
N
nwmd n./

CM9107



12

Evening Song

for SSA Voices with Keyboard and Optional Flute

Flute

Music by
DAWN LENORE SONNTAG
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