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Prayer

Why are we here,
but to inspire?
To brave the burning flames
and then help others through the fire.
Oh, Universe
take away the fear
that keeps me separate and apart.
Open up my heart.

Why are we here 
but to spread hope,
To those who shudder blindly
in the darkness, where they grope.
Oh, Universe
take away the pain
that makes me tremble in the night.
Lead me to the light.

Why are we here,
but to evolve?
To trust that every problem
is a puzzle we can solve.
Oh, Universe
take away the rage
that tells me I am always right.
Teach me not to fight.

Why are we here,
but to be brave?
To save another’s life
as though it’s yours you wish to save.
Oh, Universe
take away the doubt
that makes the questions never cease.
Help me walk in peace.

CM9122

2

Why are we here,
but to be kind?
For surely all that matters
is the love you leave behind.
Oh, Universe
take away disdain
that makes me flee from those in need.
A garden gone to seed,
with your gentle fingers
weed me. Weed me.
Keep me pure in deed.

Take away the wish
to be the brightest and the best.
Take away desire
that leads me desperately astray.
Why are we here,
but to be like a River,
running clear...
or birds, at break of day?
Help me find the way.
Help me find the way.

Why are we here,
but to create?
For each of us has something
of themselves to dedicate.
Oh, Universe
take away the lie
that there is nothing I can give.
Show me how to live.

—Ricky Ian Gordon
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ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 
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outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.
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