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Program Notes

This piece requires energy from the voices throughout each section. The syncopa-
tions aid the festive mood, so be sure to articulate them. Please maintain the inten-
sity in the section beginning in m. 33 even though it starts out mezzo-piano. The 
dynamics graduate to a forte in m. 41 and continue throughout this section. Be sure 
to articulate the eighth notes in the first-part voices in mm. 41 and 45. The perfor-
mance should be sung cleanly, crisply and with great joy!

About the Composer

A classical piano background that began at the age of four coupled with extensive 
choral accompanying and studies at North Texas State University led to a career that 
has included choral composition and arranging. As a member of ASCAP and ACDA, 
Vicki Tucker Courtney currently writes full-time, while giving private piano lessons. 
Her talents are also in demand, as she is routinely invited to play church services and 
choral concerts. Vicki resides outside of Houston in Simonton, Texas.
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.
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