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Program Notes
From the majestic introduction, On an Eastern Shore paints a picture of a small fishing town on the Eastern 
Seaboard of the United States. A jig melody in m. 9, accompanied by drone fifths, creates an interesting 
blend of American and Irish music. The main melody (A) is energetic and is played aggressively. The cel-
lo’s countermelody at m. 13 is played strongly so it can stand out. Violin 2 harmonizes the violin I melody 
in m. 17, matching its intensity and dynamic level. The main melody and the countermelody are played 
fully at a higher dynamic, and the accompaniment (i.e. the drone fifths) is played at a lower dynamic.

Measure 53 is a departure, as the ensemble plays concerted, staccato rhythms at a soft dynamic. This 
builds over the span of ten measures, and swirling sixteenth-note runs lead in to the Maestoso section at 
m. 63. Here the legato (B) melody reoccurs, stated more grandly. The A-melody returns in m .75, played 
as lively as before on its way to the spirited, punctuated ending in m. 80.

About the Composer
Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature films Cinderella 
3 and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and Soul Collector. He scored the inde-
pendent films Animated American, Full Moon Fables and Eli’s Coming and has written songs, arrange-
ments, and background music for theme parks all over the world, including Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal 
Studios Japan, and Sea World’s Aquatica. 

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines, Disney Latin 
America, Sesame Street, Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS. His catalogue 
for Concert Band and String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his contemporary jazz piece The 
Flight was a favorite on San Francisco radio stations. 
 
Alan lives in Culver City, California with his wife and two daughters.
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