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Program Notes
Meditation and Ritual is composed in the key of A minor and represents two contrasting styles. The first 
(“Meditation”) is a thought-provoking chorale. Each voice gains prominence through its lyrical quarter-
note movement. The use of suspensions to create tension and release are prevalent throughout, which 
along with its dynamic shading help to create interest within this tender section. “Meditation” reaches its 
climax at m. 16 before ending with the warmth and emotion in which it began.

After a very brief pause “Ritual” begins. Its medieval-sounding theme is characterized by the contrast 
between short and long (or slurred) articulations and is important to bring to your students’ attention in 
performance. The dance-like theme is portrayed in both the upper and lower voices and takes some 
interesting turns harmonically.  After reaching a dramatic climax at m. 42, it quickly moves into a return 
to its opening character. After a brief and quieter move harmonically to C major, it forcefully returns to its 
original key. A short diminuendo takes the piece into a building flourish of eighth notes in the violins and 
violas, accompanied by descending quarter notes in the cellos and basses before coming to its dynamic 
conclusion. 

About the Composer
Bill Calhoun received his Master of Music degree from Mansfield State University in Pennsylvania and his 
Bachelor of Music Education and Applied Music degree from Ithaca College in New York. He has been 
a public school music educator for nearly thirty years and is currently Director of Bands and Department 
Chair at DeWitt Middle School in the Ithaca City School District, where he is also the district-wide Curriculum 
Chair for Instrumental Music. He resides in Lansing, New York with his wife and four children.

Currently a member of BMI, Bill has written countless band, brass and percussion arrangements/composi-
tions for groups both concert and marching throughout the United States, Japan, Canada and England. 
His music is published by Carl Fischer Music, Warner Bros. Publications and Ethos Publications.
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