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HIST’RY! *M/TWO-PART

HIST’RY!

Two-Part, accompanied

Words and Music by
CARL J. NYGARD Jr.
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Performance Notes

Hist’ry!? is a cornucopia of anachronisms, puns, and misinformation in the ballad style of
the "50’s. The tone should be light, with an emphasis on the consonant sounds, in order to
make sure the audience understands the humor in the text. [ have used this piece in several
festival settings, and have encouraged the audiences to laugh at the jokes, and at the same
time, challenged the singers to make sure that the audience hears the jokes accurately.

At measure 33, don’t “spit the t” in “Doot.” Rather, let the tongue come up to the hard
palate and stop the sound there. At measure 70, be sure that the singers on part one are not
so loud as to obscure the “presidential patter” in part two, which should predominate.
Have fun with this piece!

The facts:

Columbus crossed the Atlantic Ocean in 1492.

Washington crossed the Delaware River to attach the British in the Revolutionary War.

It is a well-known myth that Washington threw a silver dollar across the Potomac River.

Lincoln was a great president, whose face appears on the penny and the $5.00 bill.

Lewis and Clark were early explorers of the American west.

The “Hail Mary Pass” is a desperation football play.

“Tippecanoe and Tyler too” was William Henry Harrison’s presidential campaign slogan.
John Tyler was his running mate.

Carl J. Nygard, Jr.
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HIST’RY!?

Two-Part, accompanied

Words and Music by
CARL J. NYGARD JR.

50’s Ballad (J = 72)
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