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Program Notes
John Philip Sousa wrote King Cotton in 1895 and introduced it as the official march of The 
Cotton State Exposition held in Atlanta.

Play it at a brisk    tempo, but only at a tempo that the band can perform well. Proper 
articulation is important with many accents and staccato notes. Also, strict adherence to 
dynamic changes will result in a good performance. Work for flowing bass lines in mm. 42, 
50, 75, 78 and 83.  

About the Arranger

Andrew Balent is a leading composer and arranger of educational music with over 500 
published compositions and arrangements for band, orchestra, chorus and instrumental 
ensembles. Having received over twenty-five ASCAP Special Awards for composition, his 
published works are written for all levels, but he has specialized in music for young musi-
cians. Mr. Balent taught elementary through high-school levels for thirty years in Michigan 
and received both his Bachelor and Masters degrees from the University of Michigan. Mr. 
Balent has been a clinician and guest conductor in forty-five states, as well as in Canada, 
Europe and South America. 
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JOHN PHILIP SOUSA 

(1864-1932)
Arranged by Andrew Balent

Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC
International Copyright Secured.

 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.

King Cotton
March

Full Score

(Bells)

(Snare Drum
Bass Drum)

(Crash Cymbals, 
Triangle)
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