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Program Notes

Burst is a spirited piece for wind band that was commissioned by the Allegro Youth Wind
Ensemble and the G. Ray Bodley High School Bands in Syracuse, New York under the direc-
tion of Terrance Caviness and John Coggiola. With a performance time of around three
minutes, it is ideal as a concert opener or closer.

The music starts in a powerful statement from the brass that sets the tone for the wild
ride to follow. This four-note idea blossoms into a full melody a little later on in the piece.
Throughout the piece, it features the pairing of friplet and eighth-note rhythms. Perform
the eighth notes to full value to avoid a choppy, unmusical sound. Bring out the rhythmic
difference of triplets versus eighth notes as the piece proceeds. This idea is developed up
through the first arrival point at m. 25. Along the way, some dissonant harmonies are utilized
to create a heightened feeling of tension and release. The fimpani acts as the glue to this
section and propels the motion forward.

The main melody appears in its full form at m. 46 in the woodwinds. The muted tfrumpets at
m. 53 add a different color. The brass herald in a new section at m. §9. Be mindful of the
rhythm here, because it does not always stay the same as before. This leads to a series of
tfrade-offs between the woodwinds and brass. Keep the tempo solid through here to main-
tain the cohesiveness of the piece. Another big arrival at m. 79 allows the low voices to get
a statement of the melody. This melts info the woodwinds taking over again for one last
pass at the full melody. The intensity builds with the frading sixteenths notes in the trumpets
and horns with additional punches in the low voices and percussion. Disappear at m. 99 to
allow for a big build up to m. 103. The four-note motive returns one final fime at the fermata
to bring the piece to a rousing finish.

About the Composer

Sean O’Loughlin (b.1972) is a fresh voice and a rising name in the music world. His music is
characterized by vibrant rhythms, passionate melodies, and colorful scoring. Commissions
from the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Hollywood Bowl
Orchestra highlight and showcase his diverse musical abilities. As a conductor, he has
led performances with the Atlanta Symphony, the Baltimore Symphony, the Grant Park
Orchestra, and the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra. He was the conductor and arranger
for a recent orchestral four with the band The Decemberists.

As an arranger and orchestrator, he has worked with such artists as Blue Man Group, Pink
Martini, Christian McBride, Belle and Sebastian, Nickel Creek, Jamie Cullum, and others.
The Los Angeles Times calls his orchestrations “...colorful” while adding “...even more dimen-
sion...” to the compositions. Daily Variety heralds Sean’s writing as “most impressive ...” with
a “wide range of coloring in the orchestra..” that “..adds heft and rolling energy.”

Growing up in Syracuse, NY, Sean displayed a passion for music and showed musical tal-
ent at an early age. Sean benefited from loving parents who supported his musical aspira-
tfions and challenged him to explore music as a career. During his undergraduate years at
Syracuse University, Sean’s musical career began to take shape with the guidance of Larry
Clark. As Vice-President at Carl Fischer Music, Larry continues to be a major influence in
Sean’s professional career as mentor and friend.

An avid supporter of music education, Sean frequently writes for the Los Angeles
Philharmonic’s youth concert series. Through his growing number of commissions and pub-
lished works, Sean is excited fo contfinue confributing to the rich history of orchestral and
wind band literature. An annual ASCAP Special Awards winner, Sean was a composition
fellow at the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, and holds degrees from New England
Conservatory and Syracuse University. His music is published exclusively by Carl Fischer.
Sean and his wife Dena reside in Los Angeles. For more information, please visit Sean’s
web-site at www.grayslacks.com.
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