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Program Notes

The Spring String Fling has been an annual event in the Middle Country Central
School District (MCCSD) since 2000. Each year, an average of 300 elementary string
players and 75 middle-school chamber-orchestra students gather to perform in a
massed gala concert. The 2008 concert will feature Celebratfion and Fanfare, com-
missioned in conjunction with MCCSD and the music department, and performed
by fifth- through twelfth-grade students to celebrate the culmination of the growth
of the string program serving grades 4 through 12.

The MCCSD is a large suburban district on Long Island, New York. Introduced in
January 1999, the string program has grown to include over 800 students and seven
string teachers. 2008 marks the graduation of the string students who began study
in the MCCSD string program.

The conception of Celebration and Fanfare is in large part due to the efforts,
thoughts and ideas of the MCCSD string faculty. A special thanks to Diana Cook,
Director of Music and Art, who initially suggested a commissioned piece for this
occasion, and string teacher Heather Weeks, who acted as editor and faculty go-
between.

About the Composer

As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recog-
nized as one of the most often-performed composers of educational music in the
United States.

A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. Stroommen was the Director of Bands
at the Mamaroneck Public Schools, Mamaroneck, New York for many years. He is a
member of the faculty af the CW Post campus of Long Island University, where he
teaches orchestration and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a consistent writer
in the Standard Awards category, Mr. Strommen is also active as a clinician, lecturer
and guest conductor.



Dedicated to the String Class of 2008, the first graduates of the Middle Country CSD, NY Orchestra program
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Orchestra and String Orchestra has four
different performance levels to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for
your orchestra and string orchestra. Each level has been carefully designed and
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work for your
ensemble when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in
finding the series that will be appropriate for your orchestra, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.

Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert String Orchestra Series

* Playable by advancing ensembles

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges and keys, but technical demands are still
carefully considered

* Expanded bowing techniques

¢ Viola T.C. included

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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