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Program Notes
Monument Valley is a flat, sandy landscape interrupted by colorful red buttes and 
spires that rise hundreds of feet into the air. The valley lies in southern Utah and 
northern Arizona and is completely within the Navajo reservation. The stunning 
landscape was recognized by Hollywood as a spectacular backdrop for western 
films. Formations known as the “Mittens,” “Totem Pole Rock” and “El Capitan” are 
easily recognizable in films such as Stagecoach, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, Easy 
Rider and Forest Gump.

In 1884, President Chester Arthur added this region by executive order to the Navajo 
Reservation. Some years later the Navajo Nation established the Monument Valley 
Tribal Park that includes some of the most well-known buttes, mesas and monoliths. 
This made the area accessible to thousands of tourists who visit the region each 
year.

Monument Valley March, an exciting piece written for string orchestra, may make 
you think of movie scenes with the fast action of cowboys on their horses galloping 
across the open areas of the dramatic landscape of Monument Valley.

About the Composer
Doris Gazda is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music and Penn State University. 
She enjoyed many years as a string specialist in the Montgomery County, Maryland 
public schools, where she founded and conducted the Frederick County Youth 
Orchestra, and conducted the Potomac Valley Youth and Frederick Community 
Orchestras. Most recently, Ms. Gazda was on the faculty at Arizona State University. 
She has served nationally as Secretary for the American String Teachers Association, 
President of the National School Orchestra Association and Member-at-Large for 
the ASTA with NSOA.  

A proponent of new music for student musicians, Ms. Gazda composes for strings 
and string orchestra. She is the author of High Tech for Strings (Carl Fischer), a 
set of technical studies for middle- and high-school orchestras, and co-author of 
the beginning method Spotlight on Strings (Neil A. Kjos). Nationally known for her 
leadership and expertise in string instruction, Ms Gazda presents workshops and 
conducts conference and regional student orchestras. She is a frequent presenter 
at state and national meetings for MENC (Music Educators National Conference), 
ASTA (American String Teachers Association) with NSOA (National School Orchestra 
Association), MTNA (Music Teachers National Association), regional school systems, 
and string workshops.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Orchestra and String Orchestra has four 
different performance levels to provide you with a highly focused repertoire for 
your orchestra and string orchestra.  Each level has been carefully designed and 
graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work for your 
ensemble when it achieves that level.  Each level is also color coded for ease in 
finding the series that will be appropriate for your orchestra, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs.  The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.  
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert String Orchestra Series
•	 Playable by advancing ensembles
•	 Expanded use of rhythms, ranges and keys, but technical demands are still 

carefully considered
•	 Expanded bowing techniques
•	 Viola T.C. included
•	 Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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(1875 - 1962)

Arranged by Doris Gazda

Copyright © 1917 by Carl Fischer, Inc.
This edition Copyright © 2008 by Carl Fischer, LLC

International Copyright Secured.
 All rights reserved including performing rights.

WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce
by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted

matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
Printed in the U.S.A.

Rondino
On a Theme of Beethoven

Full Score

I

II

Vla.

Cello

Bass

Vln.

14 15

unis.

16

17

17 18 19

arco

20

I

II

Vla.

Cello

Bass

Vln.

21 22

3
4

23 24

4

25 26 27

I

II

Vla.

Cello

Bass

Vln.

28 29 30 31

4

32

div.

33

33 34
CAS42F

4


