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About the Arrangement

A rondo is a musical form that was commonly used by composers from the classical
through the romantic music periods. It was often the form used for the last move-
ment of a sonata, a symphony, a concerto or a piece of chamber music.

The rondo form consists of a main theme (part A) that recurs with contrasting sec-
fions (parts B, C, D and so on) in between. The contrasting sections can change key
and can change from major fo minor tonality. A typical form of a rondo might be
ABACADABA. It is usually written in triple meter, and is lively and joyful in character.
Beethoven used the rondo form quite often, and Fritz Kreisler, the famous violinist
and composer, found a Beethoven melody and turned it into this “little rondo,” or
rondino, writfen originally for violin and piano.

This arrangement for string orchestra can also be played by a small string ensem-
ble. It should be played with a light style of bowing so as to give it a happy, lilting

quality.

About the Arranger

Doris Gazda is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music and Penn State University.
She enjoyed many years as a string specialist in the Montgomery County, Maryland
public schools, where she founded and conducted the Frederick County Youth
Orchestra, and conducted the Potomac Valley Youth and Frederick Community
Orchestras. Most recently, Ms. Gazda was on the faculty at Arizona State University.
She has served nationally as Secretary for the American String Teachers Association,
President of the National School Orchestra Association and Member-at-Large for
the ASTA with NSOA.

A proponent of new music for student musicians, Ms. Gazda composes for strings
and string orchestra. She is the author of High Tech for Strings (Carl Fischer), a
set of technical studies for middle- and high-school orchestras, and co-author of
the beginning method Spotlight on Strings (Neil A. Kjos). Nationally known for her
leadership and expertise in string instruction, Ms Gazda presents workshops and
conducts conference and regional student orchestras. She is a frequent presenter
at state and national meetings for MENC (Music Educators National Conference),
ASTA (American String Teachers Association) with NSOA (National School Orchestra
Association), MTNA (Music Teachers National Association), regional school systems,
and string workshops.
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