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Learning Bank

Composing a piece of music is an incredible process and requires special skills and talents. Every
composer and composition is unique. Whether the composer writes music for rock bands, children’s
choirs, or symphony orchestras, he or she creates a one-of-a-kind piece of art. Composers develop new
ideas for compositions in a myriad of different ways. Many times, he or she will simply sit at a keyboard
or other musical instrument with the purpose of starting a new piece of music. Some composers,
though, receive inspiration and initiate the compositional process when hiking in the forest, watching
a sunset at the beach, or riding a busy subway train, for example. Other composersdike to base a new
composition on a book, poem, painting, or even a person. Some composers,dike Ms. Atwell, are
invited to compose music for special events or performing groups. Often timesg€omposers are required
to incorporate special things into the composition so that it fits the needs of ghe commissidning person,
organization, or event.

Read the following three assignments. Select your favorite and follow the instructions\as you pfepare a
report.

1. Suppose you are a composer and are commissioned to write'@ piece of music. After reading the
following criteria established by the commissioning party; describe, the typedf piece you would
write and the kinds of special nuances would yéu include.

Commissioning criteria:
a. Piece will be played by a 6th grade string brchestzd consisting of 27 players. Students have
played their instruments for twogears.*
b. It will be premiered by the orchestra @t the grand, opening of a new kangaroo habitat at the
city zoo.
c. Music may not exceed 3 minutes in length.

* The orchestra has an exCellént, 15t chair\iolist ‘and one of the cellists can also play harp quite
well. A few students have ‘also, hadlexperiences with'simple percussion instruments should you
wish to enhance the piece with percussiofigAllstudents can play in %, §, %, and § time.

2.You are not a composer,of music butrather an author of short stories. Your assignment is to write
a one-page short story. ‘Howado you arrive at the first idea for your story? What inspires you to
write?

3. Comiposets throughout history have provided a wealth of superb music. But what made them
tick? Select a composer\from the following list. Read about him and prepare a brief one-page
report. Focusiofiwhere and how they lived throughout their life. Learn about their educational
backgretind and try to find out what inspired them to compose music.

Ludwig van Beethoven Edvard Grieg

Leonard Bernstein Scott Joplin

Carlos Chdvez Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Antonin Dvatak Richard Rodgers

Duke Ellington Ralph Vaughan Williams
George Gershwin John Williams
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