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Pierre Leemans was born in Schaarbeck, Belgium in 1897. According to the reference 
book, Program Notes for Band, by Norman E. Smith, Leemans had a great influence 
on Belgian music. He enjoyed a successful teaching career, and he served for several 
years as pianist/conductor/program director for the official broadcasting company. After a 
lifetime of composing, teaching, performing, and conducting, in 1980 he died in Brussels 
at the age of 82.

The career of Col. John R. Bourgeois, the 25th director of the United States Marine Band, 
has spanned nine presidential administrations – from Eisenhower to Clinton. He retired 
from the Marine Corps after serving as the band’s director and music advisor to the White 
House for 17 years.

He joined the Marine Corps in 1956, and he joined “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine 
Band in 1958, serving as a French hornist and staff arranger. He became director of the 
band in 1979, serving in that capacity until his retirement in 1996.

Under his leadership, the Marine Band presented its first overseas performances. In 
1990, Col. Bourgeois led the band on a historic 18-day concert tour of the former Soviet 
Union. Col. Bourgeois directed 16 national concert tours – a tradition started by John 
Philip Sousa in 1891.

Since his retirement, he has continued to be extremely active as a guest conductor and 
clinician, and is also an Artist-in-Residence at his alma mater, Loyola University.

AbOUT ThE cOMpOSER

AbOUT ThE ARRANgER

pROgRAM NOTES

Pierre Leemans served in the Belgian army during World War I, and was asked by his 
regimental commander to write a march. He began the march, but it was never finished. 
Later, near the end of World War II, he was asked by a group of Belgian paratroopers to 
compose march, and remembering his earlier theme, he did, the result being this very 
popular march. Since that time, the march has enjoyed great success, being played by 
bands throughout the world.

Col. Bourgeois obtained a copy of the original Belgian publication, and to his surprised, 
discovered Leemans had composed material in the original version which was not 
included in the existing American edition. Now, for the first time, the complete march 
is available to modern concert bands throughout the world in an edition that has been 
carefully researched, and meticulously edited by one of the world’s leading authorities on 
marches and march performances.
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