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The Arranger

Gregg A. Porter has taught orchestra/strings for over twenty years
on the elementary, secondary, and college levels. His orchestras have
appeared at the Illinois Music Educators Convention, Missouri Music
Educators Convention, Mid-West International Band and Orchestra
Clinic, and the Music Educators National Conference . #During national
and international tours with his groups, one highlight was a live radio
network broadcast at the Vienna Radio Networkéby the West
Suburban Youth Orchestra of which Dr. Porter was Music Birector
and Conductor.

Dr. Porter has appeared as a guest clinician throughout the country_ as
a string/orchestra clinician, as well as a guest conductoriof many,
professional symphony orchestras. The winner of the 1998, National
School Orchestra Composition‘Contest with “Dorchester Street
Songs.” Dr. Porter currently resides in,Olympia Fields, lllinois, where
he is a professional conduetor,and stringyteacher, as wellbas District
Manager for Schulmerich Carillons. Dr. Porter continue$ his closelassociation with mdsie education as a
composer, clinician and adjudicator.

Program Notes

Born in Paris, France, Camille Saint-Saéns (kah-MEEL san-SAHN) (1835-1921) was a virtuoso organist,
composer and conductor. At age three, he was‘already displaying his remarkable talents, and he was
soon performing for amazed audiences'in,Paris. 'He became a student at the Paris Conservatoire and
studied with many prominent teachers beforerestablishing his fame by winning a composition contest at
age 17. Saint-Saéns was a solitary'man, and spent much of his life traveling and performing all over the
world. A highly versatile composer, he wrote for orchestra, piano, voice, film and the theater.

Of Saint-Saéns’ 13'operas, 'Samson and Delilah” is the only one that remains popular today. Composed
in the 1870s, the opera’s rich melodiesyand mystical themes first dazzled Paris audiences in 1891. The
opera is based on the biblicalStory of‘the héro Samson, whose supernatural strength comes from his
long hairgzand a young'woman named Delilah, who defeats Samson by cutting off his hair. The title
“Baéchanale” refers to an episode of an opera or other work in which there is wild, riotous dancing and
singing. The name is derived from the mythical worship of the Greek god of wine, Bacchus.

Instrumentation List (Sct C)

8 - 1Ist Violin

8 - 2nd Violin

5 - Viola

5 - Cello

5 - String Bass

1 - Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.
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for Jeff, Leah and Audrey Earleson

Bacchanale

{3

from “Samson and Delilah”

Full Conductor Score
Approx.time - 4:40

Camille Saint-Saéns

arr. Gregg A. Porter
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