
MAKE  A  
CONNECTION

Take a short walk and get to know some trees in 

PEM’s neighborhood. You might find you have more 

in common with trees than you thought! We both 

stand upright, have limbs stemming from a trunk, 

and a crown on top. Even the air tubes in our lungs 

(bronchi) resemble the branches and root systems 

of many trees. Did you know that trees, like us, also 

communicate with one another? Discover more 

about trees on your trek and share a moment with 

these living beings.

Start your trek by fol lowing the map! 

TAKE  A  TREE  TRE K !
Meet some of PEM’s leafy neighbors

Chest X-ray showing the branching airways in our lungs.
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Take a moment to sketch or write what inspired you. 
Share using #PEMPod.

Scan the QR code to find free online 

tree resources, such as Leafsnap and 

iNature, plus a video of Liz Keithline 

making Shadow Tree.



Imagine you are an 
ancient oak, rooted  
in place for hundreds 
of years. What changes 
have you witnessed? 
Storms endured? 
Visualize your  
rootlets extending 
well beyond your wide 
crown, mingling and 
communicating with 
other trees nearby. 
What wisdom would 
you share as this wise 
old tree?

Feel the fuzzy capsules that protect giant 
flower buds. These buds form in the summer 
but wait until the following spring to bloom. 
The leaves emerge from much smaller buds  
on each branch.   
Fuzzy capsules are visible late summer until spring.

Look at the branches 
of this 70-year-old tree 
to see “fractals,” natural 
patterns that repeat at 
different scales. Explore 
lightning, waves, clouds, 
and flower petals to 
observe more fractals.

Located in the front yard  
of the Crowninshield-Bentley 
House.

Encounter a living fossil. 
The Gingko is the oldest 
known surviving tree 
species in the world! 
Dating back 200 million 
years, this enduring 
tree and its leaves have 
come to symbolize 
strength, hope, and 
resilience. 

Take a breath as you 
look for “lenticels,” 
raised orange spots 
on the smooth trunk. 
These structures help air 
get through the tree’s 
protective bark to the 
living tree cells within. 
Lenticels are found on 
most trees, but they’re 
usually less visible. 

Planted in 2014 in memory 
of the Art & Nature Center’s 
namesake, Dorothy (Dotty) 
Addams Brown. 

Meet a tree native to Asia that is the live model for Shadow 
Tree. Sculptor Liz Keithline came to appreciate all the living 
things she met that call this tree home, from gray squirrels 
to bark-hugging lichens.

There are two Zelkovas in front of the Gardner-Pingree House.  
The one on the right as you face the house is the Shadow Tree model. 
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See the  
back for  

more info!


