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By David Niyonzima, Executive Director, Trauma Healing and Reconciliation Services 

(THARS)   
  

          All started with the beginning of the protests. During the protests, some youths related to the 
opposition parties decided to search the houses that belonged to the families of Imbonerakure [militia 
group aligned with the government] in an effort to find arms that might have been distributed to 
them. As a result 3 grenades were found and were given to the police. Because of these arms, the 
youth of the opposition angrily destroyed some houses belonging to the Imbonerakure’s families as 
well as the ruling party’s centers in almost the whole area of Nyabiraba, a commune in rural 
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Bujumbura. Also 870 t-shirts belonging to the ruling party as electoral campaign’s uniforms were 
burned by the youth of the opposition.    
  
          The operation was considered by the Imbonerakure as an unacceptable aggression and they 
immediately prepared a punitive attack against the youth of the opposition who were in the protests. 
Imbonerakure got reinforcements from 70 other members of the ruling party from a neighboring 
commune, known as Mutambu, and they attacked the youth of the opposition parties with sticks and 
stones. Many people were injured including one death on the side of the Imbonerakure. So many youth 
on both sides were taken to hospitals and many others had fled their homes.    
  
          THARS intervened during the phase when another attack was being prepared between the 
two fiercely opposing groups. THARS got the news about this planned attack and decided to go 
there with the objective of defusing the tension and preventing the attack. The photos taken by 
THARS show the remains of the violence that took place as described above.   

Houses destroyed after the finding of three grenades and t-shirts from the Imbonerakure homes. Jean Marie 

Ntagahoraho, in red and white shirt with his friends, tries to assemble the remains of tin sheets after 

destruction. 

          Imbonerakure Jean Marie NTAGAHORAHO was one of the participants in the AVP workshop 
and he met some of those who destroyed the three houses.   

                       

This picture shows the remains of the 

burned clothes where the protesters 

found the three grenades.  
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          After two consecutive AVP workshops in with a total of 40 participants from the two opposing 
groups who had participated in the violence against each other, both the Imbonerakure and the youth 
of the opposition political parties confirmed that the workshops had caused them to totally abandon 
the plan. They confirmed that they had resolved to seek dialogue on the questions that divided them 
instead of fighting.    
  
          The representatives of the protesters said that even if the protests would continue to put 
pressure on the president to give up his candidacy for a third term, they will not use violence because 
they have now understood that it does not solve problems but that it aggravates things instead. Even 
the Imbonerakure representatives expressed their regret of launching the attack first and confirmed 
that they will not do it again. THARS thinks that even those who had fled might be able to return.   

 

          As participants wait for lunch, they talk and discuss the conflicts that oppose them as well as 
the last violence most of them participated in. The Imbonerakure and other youth of the opposition 
exchange ideas with no incident. THARS AVP facilitators observed them with great interest to find 
out what solution they agreed upon. One of the great achievements of the workshop was that each 
participant had an opportunity to express her/himself and allow the others to do the same.  

 

          During the self-esteem exercise, the participants found an opportunity to talk face to face, two by two.  

They had never got such an opportunity to speak to each other like this!   
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          After the workshop and the certificates were awarded, the two opposing groups were 
represented by their leaders to give speeches of appreciation for the AVP approach. They were 
amazed that the program could make them speak to each other easily! The political parties 
represented were namely: CNDD-FDD, UPD Zigamibanga, FNL and Frodebu Nyakuri.     
           
          The information that came to the THARS office prior to sending this report is that youth from 
the two opposed parties are no longer sleeping outside in an effort to maintain security for fear of 
killings at night. AVP has enabled them to speak to each other more after the workshops and they 
are no longer suspicious of each other, according to one member of Imbonerakure who called our staff 
member.       
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To be added to this list serve, please send your name and email address to dave@aglifpt.org. 
Please donate to AGLI's programs by sending a check made out to “Friends Peace 

Teams/AGLI” to Friends Peace Teams, 1001 Park Avenue, St Louis, MO 63104 or go to our 
webpage at www.friendspeaceteams.org to donate by debit/credit card. 

  
__________________________________________________________ 

  
Since 1998, David Zarembka has been the Coordinator of the African Great Lakes Initiative of the Friends 

Peace Teams. He has been involved with East and Central Africa since 1964 when he taught Rwandan refugees in 
Tanzania. He is married to Gladys Kamonya and lives in western Kenya. David is the author of A Peace of Africa: 

Reflections on Life in the Great Lakes Region (available at www.davidzarembka.com). 
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