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PATH TO 
PROGRESS

FEATURE

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND 
FOUNDATION CENTER PROJECT 
MOVES FORWARD 
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Rendering of the Alumni Association 
and Foundation Center at night.
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FEATURE

Rendering of the upper level multi-purpose room.

When completed, the 65,000-square-
foot facility will offer:  

•   Multiple indoor and outdoor event 
           venues of varying sizes  

•   Combined capacity to host more 
           than 1,000 guests in indoor and 
           outdoor settings 

•   Expansive views of College Creek  
•   100 off-street parking spaces  
•   Close proximity to the Naval  
   Academy Yard from its location  

           off King George Street near  
           Max Bishop Stadium  

•   Purpose-built office space bringing 
           the entire Alumni Association and 
           Foundation staff under one roof  

•   Displays honoring Distinguished 
           Graduates and other exceptional 
           members of the Naval Academy 
           alumni community  

•   Recognition of the individual, class 
           and other donors who made the  

   facility possible  
•   Displays showcasing the history of 
   the property  

 
“I’m honored and proud to be part of 

this project, the first building in our history 
built specifically by, for and in support of 

all our alumni, and our Association and 
Foundation staff,” said Admiral Robert J. 
Natter ’67, USN (Ret.), chair of the Alumni 
Center Chairs Committee and the 
Advisory Panel. “The building will be  
located on a first-class College Creek-
fronted property across King George 
Street from the baseball stadium. The site 
is within walking distance of the Yard, and 
will have much better parking available  
for visitors and staff. This impressive 
building will last for decades to come.”  

Admiral Mark E. Ferguson III ’78, 
USN (Ret.), chairman of the U.S. Naval 
Academy Alumni Association Board of 
Trustees since May, already recognizes  
the potential impact of the new Center.  

 “Our new Alumni Center will provide 
the space, technology and amenities in  
a modern venue to serve as the future 
center for our alumni community,” said 
Ferguson. “We look forward to supporting 
your class and personal events when you 
visit Annapolis, as well as providing you 
improved access to the many programs 
we offer our alumni.” 

The project, which got its start more 
than 10 years ago when Vice Admiral 
Michael H. Miller ’74, USN (Ret.), approved 

U.S. Naval Academy Alumni  
Association and Foundation  
leaders planned to mark the 

progress to date of the future Alumni  
Association and Foundation Center  
with a milestone event on 1 September. 
The remnants of Hurricane Ida pushed 
through Annapolis and postponed the 
celebration until later in the fall, but  
nothing could dampen the enthusiasm  
of those closest to the project.  

“Those returning to Annapolis for 
class reunions and football games this fall 
should see significant heavy equipment 
movement, demolition underway and 
construction unfolding,” said Byron F. 
Marchant ’78, president and CEO of the 
U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association 
and Foundation.  

The Alumni Association and  
Foundation have completed the renovation 
and relocation of the NSA Annapolis 
HAZMIN and Mail Center facilities. 
These operations previously occupied 
the Perry Center site where the Alumni 
Association and Foundation Center will 
be built. Construction of the Center is  
expected to begin this fall, with the move 
to the new facility taking place in 2023.  
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continued progress on the future Alumni 
Association and Foundation Center and 
beginning an exciting new chapter in our 
history,” said Marchant.  

The Center will represent a significant 
step forward in creating a place where  
the entire alumni community can gather. 
“I’m so pleased to see this project come  
to fruition,” said Rear Admiral Thomas C. 
Lynch ’64, USN (Ret.), chairman of the 
Foundation’s Athletic and Scholarship 
Programs and a former Superintendent. 
“It’s been desperately needed for many 
years. Current midshipmen, alumni of all 
generations, career naval officers and 
those who built their careers in the civilian 
sector can all gather there, share time  

it as part of U.S. Naval Academy Strategic 
Plan 2020, will be entirely privately 
funded and has attracted significant 
donor support. Donors have contributed 
more than $30 million toward the project, 
but there are remaining naming gift  
opportunities still to be fulfilled to fully 
fund the project and its future.  

Support to date includes:   

•   26 class gifts  
•   29 individual lead gifts of six  
   figures or more  
•   249 plankowner commitments of 

           $12,500 or more over five years  
 

“It has been gratifying and inspiring 
to see how quickly our alumni community 
has come together in support of this  
new facility,” said Daniel F. Akerson ’70, 
chairman of the U.S. Naval Academy 
Foundation Board of Directors. “In addition 
to recognizing the value of a dedicated  
facility built with the current and future 
needs of the entire alumni community in 
mind, it’s clear that our alumni understand 
that the Alumni Association and  
Foundation are far better able to advance 
their missions of support for the Academy 
and our worldwide alumni network from 
a modern, purpose-built facility that 
brings the entire professional staff  
together to collaborate and innovate.” 

In addition to funds contributed to 
support the construction of the new facility, 
the recent sale of the historic Ogle Hall 
Complex on King George Street will  
provide valuable operating fund resources. 
The sale of the complex closed on 12 August 
at a price of $4.65 million which will be 
used to support future Center plans.  
The purchasers, Fair Winds Capital  
Investments, a real estate investment firm 
whose investors include Navy veterans 
and Naval Academy alumni, agreed to a 
lease back arrangement that will allow 
the Alumni Association and Foundation 
to remain in the complex through the  
Fall 2022 reunion and football activities 
before moving to the new facility in 2023.  

“While we cherish and celebrate  
our many years of productive work and 
support for the Naval Academy alumni 
community based out of the Ogle Hall 
complex, we look forward to making  

together and enjoy the camaraderie that 
is so essential to those who have served.”  

While the Alumni Association and 
Foundation Center was a key priority of 
the recently completed Called to Serve, 
Daring to Lead campaign, fundraising  
efforts continue for the build out and  
long-term support for the facility. For 
more information on how to support  
the Alumni Association and Foundation 
Center, and the recognition available  
for participating individuals and classes, 
visit www.usna.com/support/plankowner 
or contact Dan Quattrini ’81, director  
of class giving at the Naval Academy  
Foundation, at dan.quattrini@usna.com. a  

 

Rendering of the lobby.

Rendering of the alumni lounge.




