
VICE ADMIRAL 
EDWARD M. STRAW ’61, SC, USN (RET.) 
The first career supply corps officer to 
receive the Distinguished Graduate Award, 
Vice Admiral Edward M. Straw ’61, SC, 
USN (Ret.), had a rewarding, challenging 
and highly impactful career in the Supply 
Corps, dedicating 35 years of his life to 
improving warfighter readiness at lower 
costs. From the Vietnam War to the lean 
years of the 1970s to the rebuilding of the 
Navy in the 1980s, then through Operation 
Desert Storm and the subsequent 
streamlining of the Department of  
Defense in the mid-1990s, Vice Admiral 
Straw led significant readiness, efficiency,  
effectiveness and process transformations 
during Washington budget wars and real 
wars on the ground. In 1992, he became 
the first supply corps officer promoted  
to vice admiral in 11 years and just the 
14th selected in nearly 200 years.  

Highlights in his first 30 years after 
graduating from the Academy included 
managing inventory and worldwide  
suppliers to improve unreliable electronics 
systems in aircraft deployed in Vietnam, 
logistics sustainment of DWIGHT D.  
EISENHOWER’s lengthy deployment in the 
Arabian Sea during the Iranian Hostage 
Crisis, defending the Navy supply system 
against unwarranted charges involving 
the theft of F-14 parts by a foreign  
smuggling ring in the mid-1980s and  
implementation of an innovative spares 
funding approach that greatly enhanced 
aviation and ship readiness across  
multiple weapons systems. Next, he was 
the Navy’s lead for logistics planning for 
material and ordnance support during 
Operations Desert Shield and Desert 

“Ed, by any measure, 
has been that ‘beacon 
lighting the way’ for  
so many because  
he exemplifies what 
character, service, 
commitment and  
personal courage  
are all about.”  
 
—Admiral Leighton W. “Snuffy” 
    Smith ’62, USN (Ret.) 
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Storm while serving as the senior supply 
officer on the Chief of Naval Operations’ 
staff. During this period, he also led  
the Navy’s response to the Defense 
Management Review, enabling $28  
billion in operational savings between 
1990 and 1997.  

His active duty career culminated  
with his 1992-1996 service as Director  
of the Defense Logistics Agency while 
DLA’s role expanded to be the primary 
provider of global supply chain support 
for America’s armed forces. His innovative 
implementation of private sector best 
practices, including Just-in-Time inventory 
management, led to greatly improved 
support and an estimated $10 billion in 
cost savings to the Services between 
1992 and 2002.  

Following his retirement from the 
Navy, Vice Admiral Straw, a graduate of 
the National War College with an MBA 
from The George Washington University,  
transferred his expertise in logistics,  
supply chain and financial management 
to the private sector as president of Ryder  
Integrated Logistics, senior vice president 
of Compaq Computer Corporation and 
president of global operations at Estee 
Lauder. Of particular note were significant 
improvements in Estee Lauder’s global 
supply chain during his five years there, 
which drove major stock-price-impacting 
savings to the bottom line. Today, he is 
founder and managing partner of Osprey 
Venture Partners, a venture capital firm 
focused on finding equity for young  
entrepreneurs with innovative, start-up 
companies. He also serves on numerous 
corporate boards and the Defense  
Science Board.  

Throughout his military and private  
sector careers, Vice Admiral Straw has  
remained devoted to the Academy, where 
he has contributed to the recruitment, 
retention and mentoring of midshipmen. 
He has been a major philanthropic  
supporter of the Academy, particularly 
its Athletic Excellence program. Vice  
Admiral Straw has also served his  
nation’s veterans by successfully  
advocating for legislation extending  
disability/medical benefits to Blue Water 
Vietnam veterans suffering from Agent 
Orange-related diseases. In addition to 
many military honors, including two  
Defense Distinguished Service Medals, 
the Navy-Marine Corps and the Air Force 
Distinguished Service Medals, for significant 
improvements to warfighting readiness, 
Vice Admiral Straw also received the Ford 
Foundation’s Innovations in American 
Government Award and the Society of 
Logistics Engineers’ Founders Medal.  

Vice Admiral Straw lives in Washington, 
DC, with his wife Christine, an adjunct 
professor at Columbia University and 
Middlebury College. He has three  
adult daughters—Silvana, Margaret  
and Katharine. 
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