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THE HONORABLE 
SEAN J. STACKLEY ’79 
The Honorable Sean J. Stackley began  
his career as a surface warfare officer, 
serving in engineering and combat  
systems assignments aboard JOHN 
YOUNG. After completing his warfare 
qualifications, he transferred to  
Engineering Duty and served in a series 
of industrial, fleet, program office and 
headquarters assignments in ship design 
and construction, maintenance and  
program management. In the course  
of his career, having served as Project 
Naval Architect for the Canadian Patrol 
Frigate HALIFAX, Production Officer for 
ARLEIGH BURKE and Major Program  
Manager for SAN ANTONIO, Mr. Stackley 
uniquely served in a principal role in the 
design, construction, test and delivery of 
three first-of-class warships.  

Captain Stackley retired from the Navy in 
2005 to accept a position as a professional 
staff member on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee overseeing Navy and Marine 
Corps programs. In 2008, he was  
appointed as Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy (ASN) for Research, Development  
and Acquisition, responsible for  
Department of the Navy weapon  
systems’ development and procurement. 
Confronting broad-ranging cost,  

“Rarely does one  
encounter a trajectory 
such as his and  
witness the heart  
of the young man  
unchanged in the  
crucible of unforgiving 
and relentless work.  
I can think of no finer 
person to receive  
a Distinguished  
Graduate recognition.”    
 
—Rear Admiral Jeffrey A. Lemmons ’79, 
    USN (Ret.) 
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two Legion of Merit Awards, the  
Department of Defense Medal for  
Distinguished Public Service, three  
Secretary of the Navy Awards for  
Distinguished Public Service, the  
Senate Tribute, the Small Business  
Administration Leadership Award  
and the United States Navy League  
Leadership Award. He holds master’s  
degrees in mechanical engineering  
and ocean engineering from the  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

Mr. Stackley and his wife Terry have 
four children, Erin, Tess, Scott and 
Maura, and two grandchildren. They 
have continued their service to the  
Academy by volunteering as sponsor 
parents for current midshipmen.  

schedule and technical challenges,  
he established a close partnership  
with the Chief of Naval Operations  
and Commandant of the Marine Corps 
and worked closely with the Congress 
and industry to raise the bar on  
performance across all Navy and  
Marine Corps programs.  

The only Department of the Navy  
appointee under President George W. 
Bush to be retained by President  
Barack Obama, Mr. Stackley surpassed 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt as the nation’s 
longest-serving ASN, placing 90 ships, 
1,700 aircraft and 20,000 weapons  
under contract during his tenure.  
In 2017, he served as (Acting) Secretary 
of the Navy under President Donald 
Trump and on special assignment to  
the Secretary of Defense leading the 
Congressionally directed reorganization 
of Defense Acquisition.  

Today, Mr. Stackley is corporate  
senior vice president and president of  
Integrated Mission Systems at L3Harris 
Technologies. He has returned to his 
alma mater on numerous occasions to 
address the Brigade at the Society of 
American Military Engineers annual  
banquet, the Honor Courage and  
Commitment lecture and the Forrestal 
lecture. Mr. Stackley’s honors include 




