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ADMIRAL 
KIRKLAND H. DONALD ’75, USN (RET.) 
Born and raised in Norlina, NC, Admiral 
Kirkland H. Donald, USN (Ret.), followed 
his Naval Academy graduation with  
nuclear power and submarine training, 
serving on BATFISH, MARIANO G. VALLEJO 
and SEAHORSE before assuming command 
of KEY WEST. During this period, he made 
numerous deployments to the Atlantic 
and Arctic Oceans, and KEY WEST received 
the Submarine Squadron Eight Battle  
Efficiency “E” for operational excellence.  

Admiral Donald continued to advance 
through the submarine and nuclear 
propulsion communities, serving as 
Commander, Submarine Development 
Squadron 12 and Commander, Submarine 
Allied Naval Forces South, commanding 
U.S. and allied submarines in the 
Mediterranean during Operation Active 
Endeavor and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He later took command of Naval Submarine 
Forces, Allied Submarine Command and 
Task Forces 84 and 144 in Norfolk, VA, in 
October 2003 and served in that capacity 
until he became the fifth director of the 
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program, also 
known as Naval Reactors. Shore assignments 
throughout his career included the Pacific 
Fleet Nuclear Propulsion Examining 
Board; the staff of the Director, Naval 
Nuclear Propulsion; Bureau of Naval  
Personnel; and Deputy Chief of Staff  
for C41, Resources, Requirements and 
Assessments, U.S. Pacific Fleet.  

“Kirk Donald is an  
extraordinarily gifted 
and accomplished 
leader who has 
demonstrated 
throughout his military 
and post-retirement 
careers the character 
traits—intellect, poise, 
integrity, enthusiasm, 
resourcefulness and  
vision—which I  
believe are embodied 
in the Distinguished 
Graduate program.” 
 
—Admiral Richard W. Mies ’67, 
    USN (Ret.)  
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received the National Nuclear Security 
Administration Gold Medal of Excellence 
for Distinguished Service and the  
National Award of Nuclear Science and 
History by the National Atomic Museum 
Foundation. Following his retirement,  
he joined Systems Planning and Analysis, 
a national security consulting company, 
where he became president and chief  
executive officer, serving until 2015. He 
serves on the boards of Entergy Corporation, 
Huntington Ingalls Industries, Battelle, 
CyberCore Technologies, Centrus Energy 
and the Naval Submarine League. Admiral 
Donald supports the Committee on  
Foreign Investment in the United States 
by serving in security oversight positions 
at Rolls Royce North America, LANXESS 
Corporation and Sauer Compressors 
USA. He is also an advisor to the  
Government of Australia on matters  
related to submarine capability.  

Admiral Donald and his wife, Diane, 
live in Mount Pleasant, SC. 

As director of Naval Reactors, a position 
created and first filled by Admiral Hyman 
G. Rickover, USN (Ret.), of the Naval 
Academy Class of 1922, Admiral Donald 
was responsible for the safe, secure and 
reliable operation of all nuclear propulsion 
plants on Navy submarines and aircraft 
carriers: 100 plants powering 83 vessels 
homeported in six U.S. cities, Guam and 
Japan and welcome in more than 150 
ports worldwide. His eight-year tenure 
included the continuation of more than 
7,000 reactor years and 160 million miles 
steamed without a reactor accident or 
excessive exposure; the recruitment of 
more than 24,000 officers and sailors; the 
integration of women into the submarine 
community; leading a comprehensive  
investigation into an incident involving 
the Air Force’s mishandling of critical  
nuclear weapons components; and leading 
the Department of Defense technical  
response to the Fukushima reactor  
accidents following the devastating 2011 
tsunamis in Japan.  

Admiral Donald also led a collaborative 
effort to assist the United Kingdom’s 
Royal Navy in improving delivery of its 
new class of nuclear attack submarines 
and other aspects of its naval reactor 
program. For his efforts, Queen Elizabeth II 
awarded him the title of Honorary  
Commander of the Most Excellent Order 
of the British Empire.  

Upon retirement from the Navy after 
37 years of service, Admiral Donald  




