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COLONEL 
ROBERT D. CABANA ’71, USMC (RET.) 
Minneapolis native Colonel Robert D. 
Cabana ’71, USMC (Ret.), graduated 
from the Naval Academy and began  
his career as a naval flight officer for  
the Marine Corps, serving as an A-6  
bombardier/navigator at Cherry Point, 
NC, and Iwakuni, Japan, before returning 
to Pensacola to begin pilot training.  
In 1976, he was named the top Marine  
to complete flight training that year.  

Colonel Cabana went on to graduate 
with distinction from the U.S. Naval Test 
Pilot School in 1981 and served in the 
Flight Systems Branch at the Naval Air 
Test Center until 1984. Throughout his 
career, Colonel Cabana logged more than 
7,000 hours in 50 kinds of aircraft.  

In 1985, Colonel Cabana was selected 
as an astronaut candidate for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and completed his initial training 
the following year. A veteran of four 
space flights, he has logged 38 days in 
space while serving as pilot on DISCOVERY 
(STS 41 and STS 53) and mission  
commander on COLUMBIA (STS-65) and 
ENDEAVOR (STS 88). His fourth flight  
was the first assembly mission of the  
International Space Station, and Colonel 
Cabana became the first American to 
enter it. In addition to these missions, he 
also held leadership roles at the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center Astronaut Office 

“It didn’t take long  
for me to realize that 
Colonel Cabana was 
the astronaut to  
look to for guidance 
and the astronaut 
whose performance  
I would always strive  
to emulate.”  
 
—Captain Wendy B. Lawrence ’81, 
    USN (Ret.)
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Defense Distinguished Service Medal, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross; two  
Presidential Distinguished Rank Awards 
and the Rotary National Space Trophy.  

Committed to the future of his alma 
mater and the Brigade of Midshipmen, 
Colonel Cabana regularly returns to the 
Academy to participate in its annual  
Astronaut Convocation and has served 
as a guest lecturer for the aeronautical 
engineering department in space history 
and program management. He has also 
served on the Boards of Advisors for the 
College of Engineering at the University 
of Central Florida and College of Aviation 
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
as well as volunteering with Habitat  
for Humanity and his church parish.  
He and his wife, Nancy, have three  
children, including Lieutenant Colonel 
Jeffrey Cabana ’96, USMC, and  
six grandchildren. 

in Houston, TX, including lead astronaut 
in the Shuttle Avionics Integration  
Laboratory, Mission Control Spacecraft 
Communicator and chief of the  
Astronaut Office.  

Following his retirement from the  
Marine Corps in 2000, Colonel Cabana 
continued his career as a member of the 
Federal Senior Executive Service, rising in 
NASA’s senior management ranks at the 
Johnson Space Center, serving as director 
of the John C. Stennis Space Center in 
Mississippi and becoming the 10th director 
of the John F. Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida. Colonel Cabana currently serves 
as the Agency’s Associate Administrator, 
the third highest-ranking executive and 
highest-ranking civil servant.  

It was under Colonel Cabana’s  
leadership that the Kennedy Space Center 
navigated the retirement of the Space 
Shuttle program in 2011. His compassion 
and dynamism helped more than 6,000 
of the Space Center’s civil servants and 
contractors find new employment, complete 
retraining for future Center operations 
and attract new entrepreneurial partners 
to support the Center’s rise as a multi-user, 
government and commercial launch facility. 

Colonel Cabana’s many honors include 
induction in the Astronaut Hall of Fame; 
recognition as an Associate Fellow in  
the American Institute of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics and a Fellow in the  
Society of Experimental Test Pilots; the 
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