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Daniel Rice sat down for a fireside chat with Hart 
Energy’s Richard Mason to close out the morning 
at the Energy Capital Conference hosted by Oil and 
Gas Investor on March 5 at the Fairmont Dallas. One 
of three Rice brothers to run Rice Investment Group 
following Rice Energy’s merger with EQT, he said, 
“You have to pick and choose where slowdowns will 
happen.” There is more pressure on public companies 
these days, he added.

Rice told the audience of oil and gas professionals 
that Wall Street doesn’t trust them following the last 
slowdown. However, he said the future is bright for 
companies designed for growth.

Asked by Mason whether oil and gas companies 
need to have a different set of skills at this point in the 
cycle, and Rice said you do. “You can’t make a camel 
into a racehorse by cutting off its tongue. You only 
have a dead camel. The two have different skill sets,” 
he said.

Rice also said data are great, but management needs 
to execute for success. A company needs engineers 
to match finance people, he said.

Before Rice took the stage, a panel took a look at 
private credit and alternative debt. Jeff Bartlett 
with HPS Investment Partners told the audience it’s 
better to focus on the best management teams, data 
analytics, and low costs.

Bartlett added that the biggest change in energy finance 
has been default losses rising sharply in 2014-2015. He 
said the massive losses were a “game changer.” Banks 
have a totally different risk appetite now.

Damon Putnam, Angelo Gordon’s managing director of 
energy, added that commercial banks have no interest 
in second liens.

Shalin Patel of BlackGold Capital Management told 
the audience the industry is replacing cheaper capital 
with higher cost capital.

Earlier, S. Wil VanLoh, founder and CEO of Quantum 
Energy Partners, opened the conference with a simple 
message, “The U.S. won the shale race.” Speaking to a 
group of investors and producers, he was talking about 
capital, of course. VanLoh pointed out that the U.S. has 
gone from worst to first in terms of capital usage when it 
comes to shale exploration and production.

He steadfastly claimed that the rig count on U.S. 
shale plays doesn’t matter at this time. Why? 
Because the nation’s producers have made  
“amazing gains in efficiency,” he said. “Shale 3.0”  
is all about efficiency and that “should scare”  
some small operators, he added.

He said private operators have a tough time exiting 
plays now. One reason: big publics “land long” and 
don’t need to add inventory via purchases.
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Administrative/
Other, 10, 2%

Analyst/Consulting/
Legal, 12, 3%

Business 
Development, 
30, 7% 

Executive Management, 
355, 81%

General/Engineering/
Management
Tech/R&D, 33, 7% 

Analysts/Consulting/Sales/
Legal/Other, 87, 19% 

E&P - Oil and Gas/
Midstream Operator, 
169, 38% 

Financial/
Advisory Services, 
166, 37% 

Service/
Supply, 25, 6% 

JOB 
FUNCTION

COMPANY 
TYPE
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SILVER

PLATINUM

CONTRIBUTING

PREMIER

GOLD

BRONZE



BRITISH COLUMBIA

Dallas

ARIZONA

MAYRYLAND

OHIO

SOUTH DAKOTA

W. VA.
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For more information about  
sponsorships contact: 

KEVIN HOLMES
P: 713.260.4639

kholmes@hartenergy.com

CHANTAL HAGEN 
P: 713.260.5204

chagen@hartenergy.com

DARRIN WEST 
P: 713.260.6449

dwest@hartenergy.com

TABLE TOP DISPLAY
n  Unmanned 2’x2’ to 2’x3’ space on a 

table inside the pre-function area 
of the event (no more than 3 non-
competing companies per table)

n  11”x17” sign on table (sponsor 
supplies art work)

n  Option to add a monitor for slideshow, 
video or website (internet not included)

n  Logo recognition on the front of  
the table

n  Complimentary conference 
registration for one (1) employee

n 30%discount on all full-conference 
registrations

 

Cost upon application Rate: US $2,000
Many high visibility sponsorships are available and 
specialty sponsorships can be accommodated.  
TYPICAL SPONSORSHIPS INCLUDE:

n  Premier Level Sponsor
n  Platinum, Gold, Silver and  

Bronze Sponsors
n  Conference Buffet Breakfast Sponsor
n  Conference Morning and Afternoon 

Break Sponsor
n  Pen Sponsor

n  Shoe Shine Station
n  Notepad Sponsor
n  Lanyard Sponsor
n  Registration Sponsor
n  Post Conference Presentation  

Email Sponsor
n  Conference Session Sponsor
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