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We pick back up in our series, Acts: To Be Continued. In Acts, Luke shows Jesus’ friends 
continuing the kingdom mission that Jesus started in his earthly life and ministry. The Book of 
Acts is all about Jesus’ followers continuing his mission in the world. We are the ones God has 
entrusted with carrying the message of Jesus forward. 

Today, we look at Acts 17:16-34. As Christians, the way we relate to culture is very important. 
Jesus has called us to continue his mission in a way that invites the culture without repelling it, 
making the gospel accessible to those around us. 

 

A review of Acts so far: 

● In Acts 1:8, Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 
with that power you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth”. 

● Luke (the author of the Book of Acts) has structured Acts to follow Jesus’ statement: 
○ In chapters 1-7, Jesus’ followers are his witnesses in Jerusalem. 

○ In chapters 8-12, they are his witnesses in Judea and Samaria. 

○ In chapters 13-28, they are his witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

● In this last movement of taking the gospel of Jesus to ends of the earth, Luke is following                  

the travels of the Apostle Paul, who went on three mission trips: 

○ In chapters 13-14, we see Paul’s first missionary journey. 

○ In chapters 16-18, we see his second missionary journey. 

○ In chapters 19-21, we see Paul’s third mission trip. 
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The Gospel and Culture (Acts 17:16-34) 

The way we, as Christians, “go about” relating to the culture around us can be confusing, 
baffling, or even frustrating to others. 

● Some of us try to create a “bubble”, insulating ourselves from the world while trying to 
tell others how they are wrong. This doesn’t communicate any grace. 

● Others of us live on the opposite end of the spectrum, being totally immersed in the 
culture, with the mindset that if Christianity is really all about love and forgiveness, 
giving us a license to do whatever we want, which will eventually get others to this “love 
and forgiveness”. 

We can’t go on thinking that complaining to other Christians is the best method to reach people                 

who aren’t Christians. Too often, we want the world around us to adopt our preferential version                

of Christianity, rather than encounter Christ himself in the gospel. 

 

How do gospel and culture relate? 

How do we continue Jesus’ mission in a way that invites the culture without repelling the                

culture, and at the same time doesn’t compromise the message of Jesus? While the gospel never                

changes, culture constantly changes, so this is a question we must constantly ask ourselves              

while seeking to make the gospel of Jesus accessible to those around us. 

 

The Love of New Things 

Neophilia: the love of new 

Just like the Athenians that Paul is talking to, we also suffer from the love of new things. We                   

tend to put so much stock in things we don’t yet have or know, thinking that if we just had those                     

new things, we would be somehow satisfied. 

 

Paul was getting ready to tell the people in Athens about a newness that would never tarnish or                  

corrode or break or need something to take its place. 

 

“It is with the resurrection of Jesus that God’s new world has begun... In other words, his being raised from                    

the dead is the start, the paradigm case, the foundation, and the beginning of that great setting-right which                  

God will do for the whole cosmos at the end... The risen body of Jesus is the one bit of the physical universe                       

that has already and totally been ‘set right’… Jesus is therefore the one through whom everything else will                  

be ‘set right.’” - N. T. Wright 
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Further Application of this Passage 

Commentator Ben Witherington says, “This passage is, in many regards, one of the most              

important in all of Acts”. 

Here are some books to help you further your study on this passage in Acts: 

● The Reason for God; Tim Keller 

● Mere Christianity; C.S. Lewis 

● Unapologetic; Francis Spufford 

● Living At The Crossroads; Michael Goheen 

● Jesus Outside the Lines; Scott Sauls 

 

Relating Gospel and Culture 

Paul gives us an example of how gospel and culture relate which leads to a few suggestions for                  

how to live this out: 

1. Learn to reason with people. 

2. Know your audience. 

3. Don’t rush to condemn. 

4. Don’t focus on results. 

5. Engage the arts. 

6. Question presuppositions. 

 

Because God is the Creator, there is no place or culture where his fingerprints can’t be found.                 

Therefore, we must listen, understand, and engage culture on its own terms to see where the                

gospel can most naturally be understood and believed. 

 

 

For Discussion: 

1. On which end of the spectrum do you see yourself? Do you try to put your Christianity in a 
bubble, insulating yourself from the world? Or do you sway to the opposite end, with a 
mindset of “everything is love and forgiveness”? 
 

2. Is there someone whom has God sovereignly placed in your life that challenges your 
“culture comfort zone”? 
 

3. Using Paul’s example, in what ways can you engage culture on its own terms in order to 
make the gospel accessible to those around you? 
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