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We are in our series called Join the Conversation: Part 2. The first installment was aimed at 
engaging with those who may have some strong skepticism towards Christianity, people who 
might get frazzled at how some Christians think about hell, homosexuality, science, and so on. 
We encourage you to go listen to, watch, and share those previous sermons at our web site. 

This installment has a slightly different focus: Christians in dialogue with other Christians over 
‘tougher questions’ that are often misunderstood or interpreted differently. The purpose of this 
series is not to answer every single question, but to help you see the value of these discussions 
and then take part in them. 

In this message, we start the conversation about women in ministry.  

 

There are two contrasting viewpoints when it comes to how gender roles are typically taught in 
the church: 

● Egalitarianism—the belief that Christian men and women should have equal roles and 
responsibilities in the Christian family and the local church. (Extreme egalitarianism 
tends toward a wild-eyed, hyper version of feminism.)  

● Complementarianism—the belief that Christian men and women should have distinct and 
“complementary” roles and responsibilities in the Christian family and the local church. 
(Extreme complementarianism is male authoritarianism.) 

On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being extreme egalitarianism and 10 being extreme 
complementarianism, Biblical egalitarianism is about a 2-4 and Biblical complementarianism is 
6-9. There is no Biblical “5” middle ground. 

For further reading: 

● God, Marriage, and Family by Andreas Kostenberger 
● Jesus, Justice, and Gender Roles by Kathy Keller 
● Two Views on Women in Ministry 
● Rocking the Roles by Robert Lewis 
● God’s Good Design by Claire Smith 
● Genesis 1-3 
● 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
● 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
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● Galatians 3:28 
● 1 Timothy 2-3 
● Titus 2:3-5 
● 1 Peter 3:1-7 

Focus scripture: Ephesians 5.22-33 

● Husbands are supposed to submit to their wives and wives are supposed to love their 
husbands. But, there is a special and accented way in which wives are called to intimately 
submit to their husbands, and a special way in which husbands are called to sacrificially 
love their wives. (See Chart: Household Codes in Ephesians 5-6 and Colossians 3-4.) 

● There is both equality and distinction within God himself, and so it is with his image 
bearers. 

● Women and men are completely equal before God in worth, dignity, and value. And 
within that equality, women and men are called to distinct roles and functions as we bear 
God's image. 

At Fellowship Greenville, we think that Biblical Complementarianism is a little more faithful to 
how the Bible speaks about these things.  

● The core calling of a woman is to be a “strong counterpart” and the core calling of a man 
is to be a responsible servant-leader. (See Chart: Distinctions between Biblical Femininity 
and Biblical Masculinity.) 

● The core capacities for women are nurture, partner, and invite. The core capacities for 
men are pursue, protect, and provide. 

● Both sets of these core capacities are radically others-centered, just like God, giving of 
himself for the good of others. 

● The core temptation for women is autonomy, while the core temptation for men is 
passivity. 

All of this must be seen as the proper response to God’s love for us in Jesus. The gospel of Jesus 
is the most others-centered story the world has ever heard. In the good news of Jesus, God 
pursues us to rescue us. He protects us from the enemy and provides us with daily bread. He 
nurtures us to partner with him on his mission of redemption, and he is and will continually be 
inviting us into deeper and deeper intimacy with him. 

 

For Discussion: 

1. What has been your experience with gender roles in the church? What has framed how 
you looked at the role of women and men in ministry? 

2. Consider male and female role models within the church over your lifetime. How have 
they embodied the characteristics of God and been his image-bearers? 

3. How do our God-given personalities relate to our respective responsibilities as men and 
women? 
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