
SERMON TITLE: The Root Cause of Conflict DATE: December 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE: James 4:1-12 PASTOR: Charlie Boyd

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERIES SUMMARY

In Scripture, we find the life of faith is often a difficult journey. But true faith in Jesus will show itself in tough times and
display the reality of Jesus to a watching world. In the same way, we’re called to give voice to our words and action to
what we believe. This is how our faith can make a transformative difference in our lives and the lives of others. On this
side of eternity, a faith not applied is worthless and will make no difference. The book of James regularly asks us to put
our faith into action so others can witness the reality of Jesus in our lives. As we turn towards Christ, our faith journey will
be purposeful, fruitful, and sustain us through any difficulty we face.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERMON SUMMARY

Conflict among you is the result of conflict within you. No peace inside = no peace outside. The missing peace in your life
is that you want something God has not seen fit to give you so you are trying to squeeze it out of the people and things
in this life. You blame them when you don’t get what you want rather than to accept the fact that “all good gifts come
from God.” God, not people or events, is the ultimate source of your happiness and all the good things that come into
your life.
____________________________________________________________________________________

SERMON SCREENSHOTS & KEY POINTS

● What’s the cause of the conflicts among you? (4:1)

● The cause of conflict is a battle going on deep inside you. The battle is:  you want something but you’re not getting
it.  And, you are doing everything you can to get what you want from someone, and when you don’t get it, you
blame them for your unhappiness 4:1-3).

● You did this because you’ve forgotten that God is the source of all the good things that come to you (cf 1:17).

● So, the time has come for us to wise up and say: “God, You are the true source of all the good things that come into
my life. I’m under your authority. I’m under your care. You give me every good gift I really need. And when you say
“no,” I will humbly take “no” as a good and perfect gift from You as well.

● So, James says (vv7-10), “Humble yourself before God, Resist believing the devil’s lie that you can get the “good life”
apart from God. Draw near to God—talk to Him about what’s going on in your heart—talk to Him about what you feel
you need–and He will draw near to you. This is wisdom. This is what putting your faith into action in relational conflicts
looks like. And, this will result in an inner peace and a freedom that passes all understanding.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

Review: Ask the group how they continued to think about and apply last week’s message. “What opportunities did God
give you to live by heavenly wisdom rather than earthly wisdom?

● How does last week’s passage/message tie together with what James tells us in 4:1-12?

● What is something that stuck with you from this sermon?

● What is something you struggled with in this sermon?

● What was something you had never heard before or something you need to think more about?
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● Did the Holy Spirit bring specific people to mind as you listened to this passage unfold? Share with the group, not the
person’s name or the specific details, but how what James says in 4:1-3 specifically speaks to you and what’s going on in
your heart regarding this situation.

● What truth did the Holy Spirit drive home to you? That is, what is one action step you feel the Spirit has called you to
take?

____________________________________________________________________________________

The following resources have been a great help to us in preparing messages for this sermon series: The Letter of James (NICNT), by
Scot McKnight; James (ZECNT), by Craig Blomberg Mariam J. Kovalishyn; The Epistle of James, by Peter Lange & J.J. Van Oosterzee;
The Letter of James, by Douglas Moo. Also, I (Charlie) have benefited from the teachings of Tim Keller, Andy Stanley, Tim Mackie and
the Bible Project, and others whom I will credit during my messages. I have adapted and borrowed insights and illustrations from
these men and incorporated them into the messages in this series.
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