
 

SERMON NOTES 

SERIES: Acts: To Be Continued 

TITLE: God’s Strange Provision 

DATE: April 10, 2016 

PASTOR: Jim Thompson 

In Acts, Luke shows Jesus’ friends continuing the kingdom mission that Jesus started in his 

earthly life and ministry. The Book of Acts is all about Jesus’ followers continuing his mission in 

the world. We are the ones God has entrusted with carrying the message of Jesus forward. Today, 

we look at Acts 23:12-35 to see what God’s parental protection and provision looked like in 

Paul’s life, as we consider God’s wise and fatherly care in our own lives.  

 

Acts 23:12-35 Summary: 

● We pick up the story when Paul is on house arrest, because the Jews aren’t happy about 

him preaching Jesus was the Messiah for whom they were all waiting.  

● The Jewish leaders get so fed up at the Romans “protecting” Paul, they make a vow not to 

eat or drink until Paul is killed.  

● Then Paul’s nephew hears about the plot to kill Paul and rushes to warn Paul, who sends 

him to share the news with the Roman tribune (a high-ranking military official) named 

Lysias.  

● Lysias sends hundreds of soldiers to escort Paul to Felix, the governor of Caesarea, 

because he believes Paul will be safe there (from the Jews) and can receive a fair trial. 

 

If, at the end of the story, Paul is still in jail and people still want to kill him, why did Luke find it 

important to share this part of the story? Perhaps to help us understand a few key points: 

● God’s providence over and for his people comes in big, bold ways… and in subtle, quiet 

ways that we might miss every day (like when your nephew “accidentally” overhears 

about the plot to kill you). 

● Whether Paul is in front of the council in Jerusalem or Felix in Rome, God’s sovereign 

care is still surrounding him even though it might not make sense on paper. 
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● The God of the Bible is big enough for prison to be both provision and protection for his 

people. 

● We should consider the possibility that human interruptions are actually divine 

interventions. 

  

What does this mean for us, specifically? 

● Jesus’ life wasn’t tragically interrupted on account of human affairs, or human sin and 

rebellion. Rather, he carried his divine purpose. God’s greatest provision for us was the 

life of his son. 

● The way God wants you to lean into this eternal life, the way that he wants you to parent, 

and pray, and work, and ask questions, and pursue him is by trusting him alone—by 

believing that he is unyieldingly faithful, as he has proved himself in Jesus. 

 

For Discussion: 

1. Think of a time when you felt like you were in some type of “prison.” How did God protect 

you in the midst of that season? How did he provide for you during that time? 

2. Do you normally think of the hiccups that happen each day and week as interruptions and 

roadblocks? Or might they be another opportunity to live and speak the gospel before 

others? 

3. Consider exactly what (or who) tends to “get in the way” of what you expect is your life’s 

purpose. How might you treat those situations (or people) differently if you thought of 

them as part of your purpose? 
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