
 

SERMON NOTES 
SERIES: Acts: To Be Continued 
TITLE: Experiencing God’s Kindness 
DATE: February 14, 2016 
PASTOR: Charlie Boyd 

In Acts, Luke shows Jesus’ friends continuing the kingdom mission that Jesus started in his 
earthly life and ministry. The Book of Acts is all about Jesus’ followers continuing his mission in 
the world. We are the ones God has entrusted with carrying the message of Jesus forward. 

In Acts 18:23-19:7, we see two stories which help us see that what you don’t know about Jesus 
and the life He offers matters. It can keep you from experiencing the abundant, 
Spirit-empowered life that Jesus died to make possible. 

 

Matters of Faith 

Like the old show “Kids say the darndest things”, sometimes Christians will say some of the 
“darndest things” when it comes to matters of faith. 

● Some people have said, “It really doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are 
sincere.” Is sincerity all that matters? 

● Maybe you’ve heard this before: “Christians today know more than Christians living at any 
other time in church history. We don’t need more information, we just need to put into 
practice what we already know.” How do you know how much you really need to know? 

The dangers of these statements is that you’re pitting faith against knowledge, like the two are 
opposed to each other. 

When it comes to following Jesus, what you don’t know matters, because right knowledge is 
necessary for a saving faith, for a growing faith, and for a grounded faith. 
 
A faith without right knowledge will fail you. 

 
 
Two Stories in this Passage 

1. In the first story, a man named Apollos, who was a highly educated preacher and well 
versed in the scriptures, does not know the whole story of Jesus. He is brought up to 
speed by two friends of the apostle Paul, and his ministry has a greater impact as a result 
of his full knowledge of the Gospel. 

2. In the second story, the apostle Paul meets 12 men who had not heard the whole 
message of the Gospel. When Paul fills in the blanks for them, they are filled with the 
Spirit and begin to tell others about the glory of God in the Gospel of Christ in the power 
of the Spirit. 
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In both stories, we see men who were grounded in truth, but not the whole truth. They didn’t 
have the whole story and needed to know more in order for their faith to rest on a solid 
foundation. 

1. The Story of Apollos 

● Apollos was extremely knowledgeable, but he was also a passionate and persuasive 
communicator. 

● His knowledge of Jesus traced back to the baptism of John, but that’s as far as it went. 

○ The baptism of John refers to the message John the Baptist preached. John’s 
message was that the Jews should repent of their sins and prepare themselves to 
receive the Messiah. He called for the people to express their repentance in water 
baptism, a symbolic act of publicly identifying with the coming Messiah. 

● Apollos knew some things about Jesus, but his teaching was only accurate as far as John’s 
baptism. He knew lots of things, but he didn’t know the whole story. His problem wasn’t 
that he knew enough and wasn’t putting it into practice. 

● Once he knew the whole story, Apollos powerfully refuted the Jews in public, proving in 
the Scripture that Jesus was the Messiah. His right knowledge gave him a saving, 
growing, and grounded faith which changed his life from that day forward. 

 

2. The Story of the Ephesus Disciples 

● Paul asked the 12 men if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believed, and they 
said they had not even heard there was a Holy Spirit. 

● There is an implication in this story that when you believe, you receive the Spirit. 
○ This is the clear teaching of John 7:37-39, when Jesus said: 

37 “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said 
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. 

○ Paul also teaches this in Romans 8:9. 
You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. 

● It’s the Holy Spirit that makes your relationship with God personal. You hear, you believe, 
and you receive the Spirit, all at the same time. 

● The men understood the baptism of John. They knew about the Spirit, but they hadn’t 
heard about the coming of the Spirit. After they came to a full knowledge of who Jesus is 
and what he had done, they were re-baptized. 
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Baptism 

The 12 men in Ephesus being re-baptized is unique. It is the only time in the New Testament 
where we see this happen. It shows us that the baptism they had received with an incomplete 
knowledge of Jesus was not really a Christian baptism. They had identified themselves with 
John’s message and movement, but after hearing the whole story about Jesus, they wanted to 
identify with him. 

What is Baptism? Baptism is a public, symbolic act of identifying yourself as someone who 
believes in Jesus and belongs to His church. It is simply an outward symbol or profession of an 
inward faith in Jesus. 

A person isn’t saved when he or she is baptized, and a person isn’t saved because he or she is 
baptized. Baptism follows belief in Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Discussion: 

1. If you’ve placed your faith in Christ, in what ways are you cultivating your personal relationship with 
Jesus? 

2. If you haven’t been baptized, what is keeping you from taking the next step towards professing your 
faith in Jesus? 

When it comes to following Jesus, what you don’t know matters, because right knowledge is 
necessary for a saving faith, for a growing faith, and for a grounded faith. 
 
A faith without right knowledge will fail you. 
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