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We are in our series called Join the Conversation: Part 2. The first installment was aimed at 
engaging with those who may have some strong skepticism towards Christianity, people who 
might get frazzled at how some Christians think about hell, homosexuality, science, and so on. 
We encourage you to go listen to, watch, and share those previous sermons at our web site. 

This installment has a slightly different focus: Christians in dialogue with other Christians over 
‘tougher questions’ that are often misunderstood or interpreted differently. The purpose of this 
series is not to answer every single question, but to help you see the value of these discussions 
and then take part in them. 

In this message, we start the conversation about the assurance of our salvation.  

Additional resources: 

1. Eternal Security  by Dr. Charles Stanley 
2. So Great a Salvation  by Dr. Charles Ryrie 
3. The Security of the Believer  …a sermon you can find online  by Charles Spurgeon. 

 

Can a Christian ever lose his/her salvation? Can you ever really be sure that you will go to 
heaven when you die? If so, what is the foundation for the assurance of our salvation? 

● If you have the Son you HAVE the life. (1 John 5:9-13)  
● Saving faith—in biblical language—is receiving the testimony of God—believing what God 

says about his Son, Jesus. And God says that eternal life can be found in Jesus alone. So 
faith is the inward conviction that what God says to us in the Gospel is true. 

● If you have trusted Christ to give you eternal life then you can know you have eternal life. 
The foundation on which your salvation rests is the very same foundation on which your 
assurance rests. (John 5:24) 

Key point #1: The assurance of your salvation rests on the promises of God’s Word. (John 6:47, 
Acts 16:31, John 8:24) 

● Trusting Christ is like trusting a promise someone makes to you. You either believe it or 
you don’t.  

● Saving faith is not just mental assent that certain facts are true. Saving faith is believing 
that Jesus is a trustworthy and faithful promise keeper.  

 

http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/2120.htm
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● In short, no man is truly a believer unless he be firmly persuaded that God is a [good] and 
benevolent Father to him, …unless he depends on the promises of Divine benevolence to 
him and feels an undoubted expectation of salvation. —John Calvin, Institutes III.II.16 

● When we begin to test our faith by our works we begin to alter the very nature of faith.  

Key point #2: Assurance must not be based on our good works. (Romans 11:6) 

● If the foundation of our salvation is the same foundation as for our assurance, then just 
as salvation is not based on works neither can assurance rest on our good works. 

● Grace means God saves me apart from my works  and grace means God keeps me apart 
from my works .  

● You must not base your justification on your sanctification. —Tim Keller 
● The assurance of your salvation rests on the promises of God, not your performance. 

Can a person trust Christ for salvation and then live anyway they want and still be saved?  

● It is possible for a person to trust Christ for salvation and then live in a way that is 
inconsistent with the life of Jesus. It shouldn’t be that way—but it can and does happen. 
(Romans 6:1,12) 

Aren’t there passages in the New Testament where “Christians” are warned that they can lose 
their salvation or that they might not be Christians based on sin in their lives?  

● No, the NT writers call believers who are falling away or being led astray to live out who 
they are in Christ, and they point out the serious consequences of not doing so. They do 
not call people to live better lives to prove  there are Christians. (Galatians 5:24) 

● According to the author of the book of Hebrews, the great danger in turning away from 
the cross is that you can become so hardened by the deceitfulness of sin that you can’t 
get back from the dark place you have stubbornly chosen for yourself. (Hebrews 3:13, 
6:4-6, 6:9-12, 10:26-39) God says there are very serious disciplinary consequences for 
doing that. (Hebrews 12) 

If a person says they trusted Christ for salvation, but at some point they fall away and they’re no 
longer living for God, does that mean they were never saved to start with? 

● Ask them: What did they believe when they first believed? Were they just joining a 
church? Were they just accepting their parent’s faith but it never became a personal 
faith? Did they just believe a series of facts and statements about Jesus but never believe 
in Jesus? Did they get baptized because all their friends were getting baptized?  

● Did they believe that salvation came by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone or 
did they believe in a Jesus plus live-a-good-life kind of salvation? OR—Did they come to 
an inward conviction—a settled persuasion—that Jesus was God’s only answer to save 
them from their sins and they trusted Christ as their personal Savior? 

Can you know for sure that God has forgiven all your sin—past, present, and future—and that you 
will go to heaven when you die?  Absolutely: Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved , and 
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you can know you are saved because the assurance of your salvation rests on the promises of 
God, not your performance.  

 

For Discussion: 

1. Has there been a time in your life when you realized that you were sinful and separated 
from God… a time when you put your faith in Christ and Christ alone to save you from 
your sins and to give you eternal life just as he promised he would? Why or why not? 

2. What did you believe when you first believed? 

3. Do you doubt your salvation? Why or why not? 
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