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Reflections on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

Leader’s Guide for Group Discussion 

What is in view  

Confrontation. Many people try to avoid it at all costs. Some 
people almost seem to take delight in causing conflict. But 
there must be a right and proper place and way and need 
for confrontation. And we see that clearly in what Paul tells 
us about his “visit” with Peter when Peter came to Antioch.

What is helpful to note 

Although we are looking at just a few verses, Paul packs a 
number of colorful and helpful words into his description 
of Peter’s visit to Antioch. (Note, “Cephas” is Paul’s way of 
referring to Peter. It is the Aramaic/Hebrew version of his 
name.) As you read through the passage, having a sense for 
these words can help you picture what is going on: 

2:11: “Opposed” (NASB,NIV; “withstood,” NKJV). The 
word speaks of “taking a stand against.” Coupled with 
Paul’s statement he did this “face to face,” we can see 
them standing toe to toe in this confrontation.

2:11: “He stood condemned” (NASB; “was to be blamed,” 
NKJV; “clearly in the wrong,” NIV). Paul’s language 
suggests that it was Peter’s action that, itself, brought 
judgment. Paul simply put words to what was evident 
in what Peter was doing. 

2:12: “Withdraw” (NASB, NKJV; “draw back,” NIV). The 
root idea may be tied to the idea of “lowering one’s 
sails” and therefore conveys the idea of purposely 
slacking in action; an intentional pulling back. 

2:13: “Hypocrisy” (NASB, NKJV, NIV). The root word for 
“hypocrite” was originally used to refer to an actor who 
wore a mask and merely “said words.” It came to refer 
to moral duplicity; where someone was acting contrary 
to what he or she really knew or thought.

In Jerusalem 
Paul faced 
Peter as his 
equal in rank 
and sphere 
of work. In 
Antioch Paul 
looked Peter 
in the eye as 
his superior in 
character and 
courage. 
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If we never get 
to the place 
where we are 
compelled, 
by the public 
compromise 
of the Gospel, 
to confront in 
a loving and 
appropriate 
way, could 
it be that we 
don’t really 
feel that 
strongly about 
the Gospel? 

2:13: “Carried away” (NASB, NKJV; “led astray,” NIV). 
The expression conveys the idea that Barnabas did not 
follow Peter through reasoned choice, but that he was 
caught up in the heat of the moment and responded 
out of the passion of the situation. 

2:14: “Not straightforward” (NASB, NIV; “not acting in 
line with,” NIV). Literally, “not walking a straight 
path.” The idea is that of someone not walking (i.e., 
“doing life”) in line with what is known to be true. 

From all of this we get a rather graphic image. After Peter 
arrived in Antioch and was “fellowshipping” with the 
Gentile believers, other Jewish Christians arrived. Out 
of fear, Peter began, step by step, to give into the peer 
pressure of these new arrivals and began to publicly 
expose himself to criticism by acting contrary to what he, 
himself, not only knew but proclaimed about the Gospel. 
The emotional weight of Peter’s actions actually caught 
Barnabas up in the actions. And, at the crisis point, Paul 
stands eye to eye with the great apostle and follower of 
Jesus and openly calls him to task for his “swerving” from 
walking straight and in line with the truth of the Gospel. 

What to talk about with your group 

The “Richter Scale” introduction is just a way to begin to 
talk about confrontation. Drawing on the scientific scale 
used to gauge the damage of earthquakes, use this tool to 
get your group to open up about if and when they confront 
others and what it is like: a “minor shaking” barely 
noticed all the way to an “8 point” shaker that can cause 
serious damage. This sets the stage for understanding the 
confrontation that occurs between Peter and Paul. 

To understand the power of this confrontation, it might 
be helpful to recall the strong and passionate words that 
Paul used in the opening chapter of this epistle. Peter’s not 
“being straightforward” about the truth of the Gospel is 
the one hill Paul is going to die on! His reason? It’s found 
back in 2:5: To preserve the truth of the Gospel at all costs. 

Notice, that Paul is not confrontational about personal 
preferences or about cultural matters; he confronts Peter 
on the one thing that cannot be compromised: the Gospel 
itself. Ultimately, to not confront Peter would have been 
an admission by Paul that he valued “getting along” over 
“getting the Gospel right.” That would be a fatal mistake. HOW THE GOSPEL CHANGES EVERYTHING
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Thinking . . .   

On the “Richter Scale of Confrontation” where do you see 
yourself? Do you confront others? What is it like? Why?  
_______________________________________________
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
      Felt but                       Noticeable                   Strong           Serious 
   not recorded                     activity                     shaking                   results 

Do you think it’s ever right for a Christ-follower to engage 
in an “8 point” confrontation shaking? Why or why not? 

Reflecting . . .  

We’re just taking a little glimpse at a confrontation between 
Peter and Paul in Galatians 2:11-14. 

From what it said here, how would you describe their 
“friendly exchange”? 

Was this public or private?

Where do you think the confrontation Paul speaks of 
would have fallen on our “Richter Scale”? Why?  

Responding . . . 

What sorts of things do you feel warrant you to “confront” 
someone? Why? 

Can you see yourself ever having an “8 point” 
confrontation with someone over the truth of the Gospel? 
When? Why? 
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