
Where we start . . .

What makes it difficult for you to see what God is doing 
in and through your life to or for the benefit of others? Why 
do we find it hard to look beyond our own personal 
boundaries when it comes to understanding what God is 
doing? 

What we read . . . 

Jacob and his family settle in “the land of Goshen.” Reading 
Genesis 46:31-47:6, what might be the rationale for having 
them settle in this place? 

While they are in the land of Goshen, what happens to 
Jacob’s descendants (Genesis 47:27-31)? 

Joseph has been sold into slavery and abandoned in prison. 
Famine is sent on the land of Egypt and beyond. Jacob and 
all his family are forced to move from Canaan to Goshen. 
All of these things are life-altering, emotionally-taxing, 
trouble-inducing elements. Why is God doing all of this? 

Why this matters . . . 

God has promised to make the descendants of Abraham 
(and, specifically, his descendants who come through Isaac 
and Jacob) into a great nation through whom He would 
bless the world. From this vantage point, Goshen is God’s 
“lab” for raising up this nation through whom the world 
will be blessed. Seeing that, how could such an insight aid 
you in making sense of what you are suffering through in 
your own life?  
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What are we focusing on? 

In a real sense, God has moved “heaven and earth” to get 
the descendants of Jacob to Egypt. It has been an arduous 
journey--for Joseph who was sold into slavery, for the 
brothers who had to make multiple trips, for the Egyptian 
people, who were suffering under the hardship of famine, 
for Jacob and all his family who had to uproot everything 
and move to the land of Goshen. And all for what? So that 
God could continue to move toward the fulfillment of His 
promises to bless the whole world through the descendants 
of Abraham (and, specifically, through those who came 
through Isaac’s and Jacob’s lineage). If we only read the 
story of the last half of Genesis from the perspective of how 
inconvenienced Joseph and Jacob were, the story would not 
make much sense. But God is doing something grand and 
marvelous--He is undertaking to bless the whole world! 
And, with that end in view, we more readily embrace the 
“minor inconveniences” that Joseph and Jacob had to endure 
to bring about that end. 

So, what does that mean for the “minor inconveniences” we 
endure? If we saw that God intended something beyond us, 
would we view life differently? 

What will we be discussing? 

We begin by just asking about our perspective on life. Much 
of the time, we find it hard to look beyond the boundaries of 
our own interests and comfort and convenience. We can be 
quite detached from thinking about God’s “bigger” agenda 
in the world. And we can completely miss the idea that He 
might be intending to do something through us that will bless 
others, as opposed to simply making our lives work better. 
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As we read in Genesis, Jacob and his family settled “in the land of Goshen” 
(Genesis 45:10; 46:10). This was a particular section of the land of Egypt; 
Jacob’s descendants did not simply intermingle, settling down throughout 
the land. They had made the trek from Canaan, the “Promised Land,” to 
Egypt with all that they had. And now they were directed to settle in one 
particular place. 

In Genesis 46:331-47:6, it appears that there is some strategic reason for 
settling in that region--the Egyptians were supposed to leave them alone 
and the descendants of Jacob would be allowed to “grow up” in the land 
relatively unhindered. Jacob’s sons were, in fact, instructed to describe 
themselves in a way that would make them particularly “separated” from 
the Egyptians among whom they found themselves. 

What happens when they do settle in Goshen? According to Genesis 
47:27-31, they are “fruitful and multiply.” This language is reminiscent of 
what God had said to Abraham and Jacob (Genesis 17:1-8 and 35:9-12). 
Apparently, what God is doing, there in the land of Goshen, is making good 
on part of His promise. 

God clearly has something in mind. Back in the Garden and in the days 
of Noah, God called for people to “be fruitful and multiply”(Genesis 1:28; 
9:1). But clarification comes through God’s conversations with Abraham 
as to what He intended to come out of this fruitfulness. Genesis 12:1-3 and 
Genesis 17:1-8 make it clear that this fruitful multiplication is supposed to 
be part of the means through which God will bring blessing upon the whole 
world! Thus, what is going on in the land of Goshen is nothing short of a 
“lab” situation wherein God is carrying out His work to bring about His 
intended ends. 

But all of this was carried out through “minor inconveniences” to those 
involved. Joseph’s being sold and sent into slavery. His father’s inconsolable 
grief at the seeming loss of Joseph. His false accusation and time in prison. 
A prolonged famine throughout the whole known earth. His brothers’ 
lengthy repeated treks to Egypt. And finally the arduous journey of Jacob 
and all his descendants through the wilderness to the land of Goshen in 
Egypt. All this, for the purpose of God fulfilling His promises. 

Seeing this can provide some insight for us as we scan the horizons of 
our own lives, trying to make sense of the suffering we endure. It is easy, 
when we are only looking as far as the boundaries of our own lives, to feel 
embittered and perplexed by what God seems to be doing--that results in 
such challenges and hardships for us. But if only we could see that all that 
He is doing--in our lives and through our lives--is ultimately to procure His 
good (and promised) ends, we might face such trials and challenges very 
much differently. 


