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Where we start . . . 
You probably have a variety of “titles” you answer to (like mom or dad, 
sweetie or dear, boss or sir or miss). Of all the forms of address that 
people use to speak to you, which is your favorite? Why?

What we read . . . 
Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus has been addressed or spoken 
of in a variety of ways. With that in mind, Jesus asks His closest 
friends, “Who do people think I am?” Read about this exchange in 
Mark 8:22-31. 

What is conveyed by the various names or titles people were using to 
refer to Jesus (8:28)? 

Why might someone make this kind of identification? What does it tell 
you about how they thought about Jesus? 

When Peter is specifically asked, how does he answer? What does his 
reply tell you about how he was thinking about Jesus? 

As Jesus continues to talk with Peter, He refers to Himself with yet 
another title. What is implied in what Jesus says about Himself? 

Of all the forms of address captured in these few verses, which do you 
most commonly embrace when you think about Jesus? Why? 

Why this matters . . . 
Mark has not yet told us all he wants to about Jesus–who He is 
and what He does. But He has told us enough for his readers 
(and for us) to draw some tentative conclusions–as did Peter 
and the other disciples. How might your relationship with   
Jesus be enriched if you recognized some of the things that  
these various “tags” for Jesus convey? 

MARK’S GOSPEL
Real Jesus,  Real  Life

Group Discussion Guide

southside  
FELLOWSHIP

Mark 8:22-31        April 12, 2009

MARK’S GOSPEL
Real Jesus,  Real  Life

Group Discussion Guide

Where we start . . . 
You probably have a variety of “titles” you answer to (like mom or dad, 
sweetie or dear, boss or sir or miss). Of all the forms of address that 
people use to speak to you, which is your favorite? Why?

What we read . . . 
Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus has been addressed or spoken 
of in a variety of ways. With that in mind, Jesus asks His closest 
friends, “Who do people think I am?” Read about this exchange in 
Mark 8:22-31. 

What is conveyed by the various names or titles people were using to 
refer to Jesus (8:28)? 

Why might someone make this kind of identification? What does it tell 
you about how they thought about Jesus? 

When Peter is specifically asked, how does he answer? What does his 
reply tell you about how he was thinking about Jesus? 

As Jesus continues to talk with Peter, He refers to Himself with yet 
another title. What is implied in what Jesus says about Himself? 

Of all the forms of address captured in these few verses, which do you 
most commonly embrace when you think about Jesus? Why? 

Why this matters . . . 
Mark has not yet told us all he wants to about Jesus–who He is 
and what He does. But He has told us enough for his readers 
(and for us) to draw some tentative conclusions–as did Peter 
and the other disciples. How might your relationship with   
Jesus be enriched if you recognized some of the things that  
these various “tags” for Jesus convey? 



Mark 8:22-31        April 12, 2009

MARK’S GOSPEL
Real Jesus,  Real  Life

Leader’s Guide for Discussion

Diving in . . .

Drawing on the Old Testament promises about a promised “deliverer,” a 
variety of vocabulary coalesces around the idea of the “Messiah” (the formal 
title for that promised one). The Greek translation of that Hebrew title is 
“Christ”; both the Hebrew term and the Greek term mean “anointed one.” 
But as people began to think about Jesus, having encountered Him through 
His teaching and healing and deliverance ministry, they spoke of Him in 
a variety of ways: a prophet, one like Elijah, someone like John the Baptist 
(though resurrected!). And, ultimately, Peter calls Him “Christ.” Even in 
his confession, Peter did not (yet) fully understand what it meant to identify 
Jesus as “the Christ.” But thinking about how these people thought of Jesus 
can only help enrich our understanding of Him.  

Discussing . . . 

By talking about the various “forms of address” that people use to speak 
to you, we open the door to the idea that there are a variety of ways that 
people began to think about Jesus in light of their encounters with Him. 

As we listen to the exchange between Jesus and His closest followers, we 
pick up on some of that language in Mark 8:22-31. 

Some say that Jesus is “a prophet/one of the prophets.” What does this 
mean? What is being conveyed? Well, minimally, it means that some of 
the Jewish people thought that Jesus was part of the line of the Spirit-
empowered proclaimers of old, who were used of God to call the nation 
back to right living and proper worship. But, there might even be a bit more 
in it than that. Back in Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Moses (in the minds of many 
Jews, Israel’s greatest leader and prophet) affirmed that one day God would 
send Israel a prophet par excellence—a supreme prophet. So, it could be, 
that some were wondering whether Jesus was that prophet. 

In the conversation, some reported that the people thought Jesus might 
be Elijah. That may strike us as strange; it sounds like some kind of 
reincarnation idea. Again, what minimally is being conveyed? At least this 
identification must mean that those who saw Jesus this way likened Him 
to the great prophet Elijah. (Read 1 Kings 17 and 18 to get just a little taste 
of the amazing ministry of this man of God.) Truly, for someone to be 
considered in Elijah’s league would have been a powerful “identification.” 
But there may be more here, as well. In the Old Testament, there are 
references to Elijah being sent by God back to the children of Israel before 
the end of the ages. In some sense, Elijah was to serve by calling the 

people of God back to Him before the “day of the Lord.” (One place this is 
mentioned is in Malachi 4:5-6.) So, it could be, that some were wondering 
whether Jesus was, in some sense, the return of Elijah. 

To identify Jesus with John the Baptist (who has already been killed by 
Herod by this time) again, means minimally that they saw some real 
connection and continuity between Jesus and John. We don’t have to 
resolve the “Do you mean they thought that John was reincarnated?” debate 
(although that is not likely seeing as John and Jesus were contemporaries); all 
we need to realize is that some saw a striking resemblance between the fiery 
proclaimer John and the teacher Jesus. 

What can we conclude from all of these “identifications”? We must conclude 
that Jesus: 1) was so powerful a figure that He couldn’t be ignored; 2) that 
Jews of the day were scouring their Scriptures and their memories to find 
something or someone to liken Jesus to; and 3) when they were pressed 
to identify Jesus in some way, they resorted to language that pictured 
powerful proclamation and the manifest presence of God. Is that how we 
think of Jesus? 

When Peter makes his confession that Jesus is “the Christ,” we must realize 
that at this point Peter doesn’t fully understand what that means. Certainly 
he has the basic Jewish understanding of the promise of Messiah found in 
Old Testament passages like Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Isaiah 9:1-7 and Isaiah 
53. But Peter didn’t have all the strands in his hand and didn’t fully grasp all 
that it meant to identify Jesus as the Christ (which is the likely reason that 
Jesus insists that Peter not tell anyone what he thinks; 8:30). 

When Jesus speaks of Himself in reply to Peter, He self-identifies with 
another title altogether; Jesus refers to Himself as “the Son of Man.” There 
are two other places in Mark where we hear Jesus speak of Himself this 
way; Mark 2:1-12 and Mark 2:23-28. If you turn to those passages, you 
might detect what Jesus intends to convey by speaking of Himself as “the 
Son of Man.” There is the idea of delegated authority, and the sense of right or 
privilege clearly comes through in both settings. The title “the Son of Man” 
did also carry some “messianic” overtones; Daniel 7:13-14 is one of the Old 
Testament passages that the Jews might have looked to in order to speak of 
this idea. There, one like the “son of man” is given by Yahweh power and 
authority and right to rule. Clearly this doesn’t exhaust what Jesus likely 
had in mind, but such references may help us understand the idea behind 
this particular title. 

So what are we to make of this exchange that Jesus has with His followers? 
Are we supposed to adopt any or all of these forms of address? Likely not. 
But it would be beneficial if we allowed such language to inform the way 
we think of Jesus. He is nothing less than the great prophet foretold by 
Moses; He commands attention and speaks into the lives of God’s people no 
less than the prophets of Old; He is the One with God-delegated authority 
and right to rule over all the peoples of the earth; He is God’s chosen 
deliverer. It will serve us well in our lives with Him to maintain such high 
and glorious views of Him! 


