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Reflections on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

Leader’s Guide for Group Discussion 

What is in view  

Paul has concerns for the Christians in Galatia; they are 
being confronted with false teaching. But he is not simply 
concerned about his relationship with these believers;  his 
heart’s longing is that they would come to fully experience 
the kind of life Jesus intends for them. 

What is helpful to note 

When Paul writes about wanting the Galatians to “become 
as he is,” he likely has two things in mind. First, he really 
does want them to experience the kind of life in Jesus he 
himself experiences. (Look back at Galatians 2:20; Paul’s life 
is all about Jesus living His life in and through Paul.) So part 
of Paul’s call to “become as he is” is the invitation to have 
that kind of life. 

But there is another facet. Paul, the faithful Jewish leader 
(see, for example, Philippians 3:4-14) laid aside all of his 
perceived Jewish “privileges” and came into life through 
simple faith in Jesus (Galatians 2:15-21). In that sense, he 
came to life in Jesus the way any Gentile would; no Jewish 
regulations or rules, simply through faith. But now the 
Galatians are being enticed to submit to Jewish regulations 
to pursue holiness. Paul’s call is for them not to do that; they 
are to “become as he is, because he has become as they are” 
(4:12).  

He goes on to affirm that he feels no offense from them 
(in their turning to these false teachings); he hasn’t taken 
it personally in that way. And then he appeals to their 
earliest response to him (4:13-15). Although when he was 
first among them he was nothing to look at (because of 
some yet-unidentified infirmity), because of the wonderful 
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good news he brought, they received him. But now as false 
teachers try to draw the Galatians away from that simple 
Gospel message, Paul is reminding they had first responded 
to the truth. His hope is that they would again respond with 
gracious appreciation for the message. 

He then explains that these false teachers really are doing 
what they are doing so that the Galatians will make much of 
them (the false teachers; see 4:17). Paul’s real desire becomes 
clear; he longs for them and labors over them for one 
purpose: that Christ be fully formed in them. Paul wants 
the Galatians to be caught up with Jesus, while the false 
teachers want the Galatians to be caught up with them. 

To speak of Christ being “fully formed” in them doesn’t 
mean that Paul has questions about the salvation of these 
Galatians believers. But like his description of his own 
journey in Philippians, Paul’s longing for them is that they 
go on to fully experience all that this life in Jesus entails. 
(See Philippians 3:8-14.) 

Talking to your group
 
What is it that we really are after when we meet together as 
believers? When we pour into each other’s lives? When we 
spend time gathered around the Word? As you talk about 
this passage with your group, we really long for you to help 
them see the right end point of our fellowship and instruction 
and sharing: that we each would grow up to look more and 
more like Jesus!

The opening questions simply set the stage for the discussion 
of the text that drives home Paul’s great longing . . . and the 
longing we should all have for one another. 

HOW THE GOSPEL CHANGES EVERYTHING

“The heart 
of Paul’s 
message, his 
longing, is 
not that he be 
made much of, 
but that Christ 
be made much 
of. ‘O, that 
Christ would 
be formed 
in you.’ The 
biblical quest 
for spiritual 
transformation 
is a quest to be 
shaped from 
within by the 
presence of the 
living Christ.” 
John Piper

† W. E. Vine, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1966). 
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Thinking . . .   

We gather, week by week, with one another. And, there are 
likely many reasons for getting together. What are some of 
the things that draw you to meet with other Christians? 

Of all the reasons that have been shared, which two or three 
things do you think are the most important reasons for us to 
invest in each other’s lives?  
 
Reflecting . . .  

Personal agendas seem to creep into most relationships. 
Sometimes those agendas are good; sometimes not so good. 
As you read Galatians 4:12-20, see if you can pick up on 
the agenda the false teachers had for the Galatians and the 
agenda Paul had for them. 

Why would Paul want the Galatians to “become as he is”? 

What is the value of turning their attention back to how they 
first responded to Paul’s message? 

What is the real difference between what the false teachers 
want for the Galatians and what Paul wants for them? 

Responding . . . 

Simply put, Paul’s agenda is that the Galatians continue to 
grow up to be impressed and caught up with Jesus while 
the false teachers hope the Galatians will grow up to be 
impressed with them. How do you think such a self-focused 
agenda would influence life in a community of faith? 

What would it look like for our community group if we 
really did have, as first priority, the longing for “Christ to be 
formed” in each of us?  
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