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The Strategic Air War Against Germany and Japan is part of a continuing series of
historical volumes produced by the Office of Air Force History in direct support of
Project Warrior. Since its beginnings in 1982, Project Warrior has captured the
imagination of Air Force people around the world and reawakened a keener
appreciation of our fundamental purpose as a Service: to deter war, but to be
prepared to fight and win should deterrence fail.
Military history helps provide a realistic perspective on warfare. Through the study of
past events, we gain insight into the capabilities of armed forces and, most
importantly, a sound knowledge of the policies, strategies, tactics, doctrine,
leadership, and weapons that have produced success in battle. Each of us, in
broadening our knowledge of air power's past, helps to maintain the most effective Air
Force possible, now and in the future.
This book seeks to recount the air experience and development before World War II,
to describe the objectives, plans and effects of strategic air warfare in Europe and in
the Pacific, and to offer criticism, opinion, and lessons of that great conflict.
The observations contained in this book constitute a memoir, with all the
shortcomings of faulty memory, bias, personal viewpoint, personal experience, and
inadequate research that are implied in the term. They lead to speculation on
probable results of alternative actions or conditions, and that speculation is likewise
suspect because it reflects personal judgment. But the compendium may lead others
to derive lessons and conclusions which fit into a broader mosaic.
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