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Individual artists have been the traditional focus of art history, but how do we
evaluate the figure of the artist? This free course, Artists and authorship: the case of
Raphael, takes the life of Raphael as a case study. You will examine
sixteenth-century sources to explore the creation of artistic authorship in the early
modern era. The course explores past and current approaches to the artist in terms of
authorship, identity and subjectivity. You will consider issues such as the relationship
between the artist's life and work, the enduring notion of 'genius' and the artist as a
source of meaning.
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In 1944, Polish Jewish lawyer Raphael Lemkin (1900-1959) coined the term
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eloquence as its underlying structure... a compelling case for the distinctiveness and
importance of the artist's work.
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