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PROGRAM 
Danzón Cubano 
Aaron Copland 
Born: November 14, 1900, in Brooklyn, NY 
Died: December 2, 1990, in Sleepy Hollow, NY 
Composed: 1942 
Duration: 7 minutes 
 
Having already written the spicy El Salón México (1933-
1936), Copland, fresh from a return visit to Mexico in 1941, 
produced this colorful, if slightly less successful composition 
for two pianos for the 20th anniversary of the U.S. League of 
Composers. It was premiered at New York's Town Hall on 
December 17, 1942, with Copland and Leonard Bernstein at 
the pianos. 
 
La Valse & Boléro [Arr.] 
Maurice Ravel 
Born: March 7, 1875, in Ciboure, France 
Died: December 28, 1937, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1919-20 and 1928 
Duration: 12 minutes and 15 minutes 
 
Still as shattering and relevant today as when it was 
composed nearly a century ago, La Valse is a work of 
fascinating duality. In Ravel’s vision, the Viennese waltz is 
both glorified and deconstructed. Perhaps best known in 
its orchestral version, Ravel transcribed it for two pianos 
and solo piano. In fact, the first performance of La Valse 
was given as a two-piano work (with Ravel as one of the 
performers). Ravel’s Boléro was premiered in 1928 and 
became an immediate success – much to the surprise of 
Ravel who said it consisted wholly of “orchestral tissue 
without music” and was certain that orchestras would refuse 
to play it. Like La Valse Ravel arranged Boléro for orchestra, 
two pianos, and solo piano. The Boléro was the last link in a 

long chain of dance music composed by Ravel, some of it 
written for the ballet, some of it conceived as purely 
instrumental music—as stylized dances for the orchestra or 
for piano. 
 
An American in Paris [Arr.] 
George Gershwin 
Born: September 26, 1898, in Brooklyn, NY 
Died: July 11, 1937, in Los Angeles, CA 
Composed: 1928 
Duration: 18 minutes 
 
It was Gershwin's practice to compose his music at the piano 
and then write an arrangement of it for two pianos as a sort 
of intermediate step preparatory to orchestrating it. Two-
piano versions thus exist, if mostly in obscurity, of much of 
his work. The difference in this case is, the version remained 
in hiding for over 50 years until the early 1980s. An American 
in Paris can be heard as a set of polished episodes—a 
collection of sunny postcards from Paris. 
 
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story [Arr.] 
Leonard Bernstein 
Born: August 25, 1918, in Lawrence, MA 
Died: October 14, 1990, in New York, NY 
Composed: 1960 
Duration: 23 minutes 
 
Symphonic Dances seamlessly ties together nine separate 
episodes from West Side Story—though not in their original 
dramatic sequence. Bernstein had toyed with the notion of a 
formal overture but decided to open the musical in the 
middle of things instead. The music for the danced 
confrontation between Jets and Sharks simmers with 
tension. The composer once compared the fanfare-like motif 
of the opening to the call of the shofar (the ram's horn 
traditionally used in Jewish services) 
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