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PROGRAM 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Born: February 3, 1809 in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: November 4, 1847, in Leipzig, Germany 
Composed: 1826 
Duration: 12 minutes 
 
The enchanted forest of Shakespeare’s beloved play A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream provides the backdrop for one 
of Mendelssohn’s earliest masterworks. He composed the 
Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream in 1826, when 
he was only 17 years old. The first performance took place 
on February 20, 1827, in the Prussian city of Stettin, 
known today as the Polish city of Szczecin. The concert 
overture is not to be confused with the ballet music of the 
same title, which Mendelssohn wrote 16 years later in 
1842. A commission by King Frederick William IV of 
Prussia in that year motivated Mendelssohn to return to 
the story of A Midsummer Night’s Dream and to expand 
upon it. Mendelssohn incorporated the earlier overture 
into the much longer ballet music. 

 
Symphony in B Minor, D. 759, Unfinished Symphony 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1822 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
In the fall of 1822, Schubert began a new symphony. He 
quickly completed two movements and began a third, a 
Scherzo. He sketched out 129 measures of this Scherzo 

and took the time to orchestrate the first nine. And then 
he stopped. The manuscript sat on dusty shelves for four 
decades. In 1865, conductor J. Herbeck visited the aged 
composer Hüttenbrenner in Graz and inquired about the 
existence of any Schubert manuscripts. Huttenbrenner 
showed him the symphony, and Herbeck led the premiere 
in Vienna on Dec. 17, 1865. It was an instant triumph, yet 
mystery continues to swirl around this music. Why did 
Schubert stop? Despite comprising two movements, the 
Symphony in B Minor is a fully satisfying musical and 
emotional experience. The “Unfinished” is built on some 
of the most singable tunes in classical music, yet Schubert 
can transform those melodies into dramatic music full of 
craggy attacks, epic monumentality, and eerie silences. 

 
Symphony in E-flat Major, Hob. I:103, Drumroll 
Franz Joseph Haydn 
Born: March 31, 1732, in Rohrau, Austria 
Died: May 31, 1809, Rohrau, Austria 
Composed: 1795 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
The Symphony No. 103 is Haydn's penultimate symphony, 
one of three that he wrote for the 1795 season of Opera 
Concerts in London. The work was written over the winter 
of 1794 and 1795 and was first performed under Haydn's 
direction on March 2, 1795 at the King's Theatre. The 
"Drumroll" of the title is heard at the very beginning of 
the symphony; as there are no dynamic markings in the 
score, the actual sound of the roll on the timpani depends 
on the particular performance. It sometimes starts loud 
and gradually dies out; at other times it starts quietly, 
then grows gradually louder, and then dies out again. 
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